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Publisher’s Letter
How Do CCD clients and advertisers
become “Industry Partners”?
Dear Reader,
After a combined 60 years of media sales and
marketing, it’s become apparent to us that in order
to best help our clients (“Industry Partners”), it’s
important to understand and continuously
promote the businesses who support us with
advertising revenue.
If you’ve advertised with us, thank you! We
appreciate your business and hope to better serve
you in the future as we grow and expand our
offerings with our website, email blasts, Industry
Spotlights, display ads and social media.
We only invite companies to advertise when
we believe it makes sense for them to reach our
broad base of 10,000 readers in the AEC Colorado
marketplace. These companies who say “yes” to advertising are the clients we get to
know by gaining an in-depth understanding of their businesses, their projects and
their people. It becomes increasingly easier for us to publish your news in print
and online.

Mike Branigan, Publisher

Much like an ad agency or public relations firm, we conduct a confidential client
survey/interview, asking questions about your marketing philosophy, company
history, goals, etc. Afterward, we quickly respond with a tailored proposal to fit
your budget with an overview of how you can
best promote your company and get your news
published with us. The companies we interact with
know where we’re going editorially and submit
content based on what they see in our Media Kit.

Polly Emmons, Editor
/Creative Director

Mike Branigan
President and Publisher
303-914-0574
mike@ccdmag.com
Polly Emmons
Editor and Creative Director,
Layout and Design
polly@ccdmag.com
Sean O’keefe
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Caleb Tkach
Photography
Martha Dickenson
Senior Account Executive
Nancy O. Branigan
Accounting and Administration
1StopPrinting
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One good place to plan a strategy is by looking at
and getting to understand our Editorial Calendar.
The 2019 Editorial Calendar is underway and now
available. As we prepare for the coming year, we
ask you to consider us as an integral part of your
advertising and marketing strategy.

Subscription email: mike@ccdmag.com
Subscription $40.00 per year in the USA

After all, we can’t survive without the support of our
valuable client advertisers. Together, we make the
AEC Colorado Industry news go-round!

Contents copyright © 2018 by
Colorado Construction & Design,
Inc. Special permission is required
to reprint anything that appears in
Colorado Construction & Design. No
responsibility is assumed for unsolicited
materials.

For a look at our 2019 calendar, and 2019 Media
kit, please give us a call at 303-914-0574 or email Mike@ccdmag.com with any
questions or requests for our 2019 Media Kit.
Here’s to your success and we look forward to becoming and continuing to be
YOUR “Industry Partner”. We’re here to help you build your business!

Sincerely,
Mike Branigan, Publisher
Tel. 303-914-0574
Email: mike@ccdmag.com
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AEC Industry News
Beltzer Bangert & Gunnell, LLP
Celebrated its 1st Anniversary.
BBG is a Denver-based, boutique construction law firm
founded on industry experience and construction law
expertise. Each BBG attorney has a combination of
industry and legal experience in construction, ranging
from trained and licensed engineers, to contractors
and developers, with practical work experience at
several leading engineering and construction firms in
North America. In addition, BBG uniquely combines
large law firm and extensive in-house construction
law experience to be able to better understand its
clients’ business operations as well as anticipate and
efficiently resolve their legal issues.

Denv����������� st
Building in the U.S. to Achieve
both Gold Cer���tions - Built by
Saunders Construction
Saunders Construction, Colorado’s leading construction
company, along with The Colorado Health Foundation
and Davis Partnership Architects, is proud to
announce that LEED Gold Certification and WELL Gold
Certification has been awarded for the design and
construction of The Colorado Health Foundation’s
new headquarters building in Denver’s Uptown
neighborhood.

Adolfson & Peterson
Construction Recognized
for Outstanding Safety and
Stormwater Program
At the 2018 Associated Builders and Contractors Rocky
Mountain Chapter (ABCRMC) Safety Conference and
Award Luncheon, Adolfson & Peterson Construction
(AP) was honored for its unwavering commitment to
safety by receiving an Outstanding Safety Program
award, along with a Silver Level STEP award. The
Outstanding Safety Program award was for the
category of General Contractors with 350,000 to
750,000 labor-hours.

The building, which broke ground in December 2015
and was completed in late 2016, is the first project
in the U.S. to achieve International WELL Building
Institute’s (IWBI) WELL Building StandardTM at the
Gold level and LEED v4 Gold certification. Saunders
was responsible for ensuring that construction was
completed in an efficient manner as to achieve LEED
Gold Certification, while bearing in mind project
budget, schedule, and scope.
The three-story, 32,500-square-foot building features
a “health-positive” design and development standards
that aim to improve the health of both staff and visitors
who interact with the building space.

AP has also been proudly inducted into the
Colorado Stormwater Excellence Program (CSEP)
as a “Participating” member by Associated General
Contractors (AGC) of Colorado. AP joins CSEP along
with 10 other companies dedicated to reestablishing
proper stormwater construction compliance.
8 | Colorado Construction & Design

The Foundation’s new building incorporates the seven
WELL Building StandardTM concepts in a variety of
ways: All staff desks are within 25 feet of a window,
allowing for abundant natural light. A 40-foot living
wall in the lobby integrates a variety of plant life, while
the central staircase encourages physical activity. Two
quiet rooms are located away from work areas and are
available for mental breaks, nursing mothers or phone
calls, and the building has its own on-site gym.

AEC Industry News
S&P Upgrades Rating
of E-470 Toll Revenue Bonds,
Outlook Stable
“A” Rating Follows Record Year for the Authority
Aurora, Colorado—S&P Global, one of the nation’s top
three bond rating agencies, has upgraded the E-470
Public Highway Authority toll revenue bonds from
an A- to an A rating. The rating outlook is stable. The
upgrade was announced on May 25, 2018.
According to S&P’s ratings report, “The rating reflects
our opinion of strong enterprise risk and financial risk
profiles.” Credit factors such as “strong market position”
and “very strong management and governance”
were among those cited as integral to the strong
enterprise risk profile. The strong financial risk profile
is supported by “financial performance that we expect
to continue, coupled with very strong liquidity and
financial flexibility, with no additional debt plans.”
The Authority’s management and governance
in particular were noted as “very strong” with
“management’s conservative approach to financial
and capital planning, and record of exceeding
financial and operational goals.”
The upgrade follows one of the most successful years
for the Authority. In 2017, E-470 recorded the highest
traffic volume and the highest toll revenues since the
opening of the first segment of the roadway in 1991.
Additionally, E-470 has had eight consecutive years of
traffic and net toll revenue growth.

Hayward Baker to Host
Geotechnical Construction
Seminar in Crested Butte
Hayward Baker, North America’s leader in geotechnical
construction, announces that it will hold a
geotechnical construction seminar ¬¬at the Crested
Butte Resort. The seminar will cover ground-breaking
ideas and technology that can help improve the
functionality of your ground.
The seminar will be held on Wednesday, July 20, 2018
from 11:00 AM – 4:30 PM. The address of the venue is
12 Snowmass Road, Crested Butte, CO 81224.
Through case studies, presenters will discuss solutions
to the complex problems that the geology of Colorado
brings to the construction industry. Commenting
on the seminar, Project Manager Phillip Gallet, P.E.,
states, “Our goal is to inform architects, engineers,
and contractors of the solutions that exist is many of
Colorado’s worst soil problems.”
The seminar focus includes earth retention, vibro
replacement, vibro pier®, rigid inclusion, micropile,
anchor, grouting, and injection systems. Engineers
will have the opportunity to earn PDH credits for this
seminar. Attendees are invited to stay afterward for
a reception.
For more information and to register for the event,
visit hbseminarco.eventbrite.com.
For any additional information or to schedule a lunch
and learn, please contact Project Manager Phillip
Gallet at pagallet@haywardbaker.com.

Perry Row at Sloans Lake Down to Final Phase of Sales
Perry Row, the popular townhome development at
Sloans Lake, is down to its final phase of sales, with
14 of the homes currently available. Among the
residences still up for sale, all provide owners with large
rooftop deck space and coveted views of the lake and
metro area.

unique and special home is priced at $924,900.
Some of the unique features of the Parkside include
a large gourmet kitchen (with Wolf and SubZero
appliances) and an adjacent barbecue balcony,
a library study area, a large gas fireplace and
substantial storage space.

Prices for the remaining residences range from
$687,000 to $925,000 and are sized from 1,413 square
feet up to 2,198 square feet.

The Perry Row homes are located in the Sloans
district (a LEED certified district, for its sustainability
practices and attributes), at the former St. Anthony
Hospital site, and are listed exclusively by Deviree
Vallejo and Liz Richards of LIV Sotheby’s International
Realty. Designed by Sprocket Design-Build, the
residences feature two car garages, rooftop decks and
a Brownstone-style architecture.

One of the remaining homes is the Parkside, the
development’s highest amenitized residence with 2,198
square feet and unimpeded panoramic views of Sloans
Lake, the mountains and downtown Denver. This
10 | Colorado Construction & Design
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AEC Industry News
Pinkard Construction, Commerce City Open
New $60 Million Bison Ridge Recreation Center
challenge, rubber duck races, open swim, and other
activities showcasing the new center.

City Council members open the doors to the public for the first time.

The City of Commerce City – with Pinkard Construction
and Perkins + Will Global – held a grand opening
celebration for the new Bison Ridge Recreation Center
on Friday. Festivities included opening remarks by Mayor
Sean Ford and other team members, free hot dogs,
facility tours and demonstrations, a basketball skills

The fourth project in the city’s voter-approved capital
improvement program, Bison Ridge Recreation Center
is a 108,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility at
13905 E. 112th Avenue with an indoor pool, multi-court
gymnasium with an elevated walking/jogging track,
a nearly 10,000 square foot gymnastics area, weights/
fitness area, dance/aerobics studio, rooftop fitness
deck, a 300-person community room, and the largest
collection of public art sculptures in the city.
The new recreation center is one of five projects in
Commerce City’s capital improvement program,
made possible from a 2013 voter-approved, 1-percent
sales and use tax for new parks, recreation and road
projects. View more information about the city’s capital
improvement program at www.c3gov.com/QCL.

ACEC Colorado Honors Individuals’
Contributions to Profession and Society
Council’s posthumous nomination of Larry Muller, PE,
Owner of Muller Engineering. Larry’s daughter, Heidi
and son, Paul, received the award on his behalf.

From L to R Miles Muller, Grey Clark, current president at Muller
Engineering, Paul Muller, Heidi Muller Warren, Rob Carlson, former
president at Muller Engineering, and Nancy Clanton.) Larry Muller’s
children, Paul and Heidi, accepted the Orley O. Phillips Award on
his behalf and celebrated his contributions to the engineering
profession in Colorado. Photo by The Unfound Door.

The American Council of Engineering Companies of
Colorado (ACEC Colorado) honored several individuals
for their contributions to the engineering profession and
society at the Annual Meeting and Symposium.
The Orley O. Phillips Award is given to an ACEC Colorado
member who has made significant contributions to
the profession, the Council and its programs. This year,
the Board of Directors supported the Past Presidents’
12 | Colorado Construction & Design

The next award included the Committee Chair of the
Year Award that was bestowed on Jeffrey Kobriger,
PE of HCDA Engineering for the 2017-18 Scholarship
Committee Chair. Jeff and his committee were
recognized for several accomplishments including
successfully completing the extensive, arduous process
to transform the Scholarship Committee into a newly
established 501(c)3 charitable organization, named the
“ACEC Colorado Scholarship and Education Foundation.”
The final award of the luncheon was the 2018
President’s Award, which outgoing ACEC Colorado
President, Nancy Clanton, PE of Clanton & Associates,
granted to Jon Reynolds of Denver City & County Public
Works. The annual President’s Award allows the ACEC
Colorado President to recognize an individual for their
contributions to engineering at his/her own discretion.
Jon was honored due to his leadership and innovative
problem-solving that allowed the City and County of
Denver to maintain the Right of Way on small
cell carriers.

Saunders Construction Named
a "Best for Colorado" Company
B Corporations, at the Best for
Colorado Award Gala on Thursday,
June 7.

Saunders Construction, Inc., a
leading general contractor in
Colorado, is proud to announce that
it has been named to the “Best for
Colorado” list of companies, which
honors companies that strive to
be the best for Colorado’s workers,
communities and the environment
. Of the 16 Colorado companies to
receive this honor, Saunders is the
only company in the construction
manager/general contractor
industry to be recognized. The
2018 honorees were announced,
along with the Best for the World

“It is an honor and testament to
our mission to be named a Best
of Colorado honoree,” said Greg
Schmidt, Saunders’ president and
chief executive officer. “Saunders
believes in improving the lives of
both the people we employ and
those we build for and a large part
of that being a good steward of
the environment.”

THREE CREEKS K-8
Lakewood, CO

104,000 SF new school
Outdoor learning spaces
Customizable break-out
spaces
Phased construction to
accomodate occupancy

The full list of honorees:
- Ayzh - Wordbank LLC - Prologis
- Fortuna Chocolate - Van Meter
Williams Pollack - Relish Studio
- Horse & Dragon - Saunders
Construction - Upslope Brewing
Company - Avid4 Adventure - My
Trail Company - Organic Sandwich
Company - Solas Energy - Mayfly
Outdoors - Modus Law - Snooze
AM Eatery.

Vertix Builders Awarded
“General Contractor of the Year”
Vertix Builders, Inc. has been
recognized as the General
Contractor of the Year, a prestigious
industry award presented by
the American Subcontractor
Association of Colorado (ASA
of Colorado). This is the second
year in a row that Vertix has
been honored with the award
which is presented to the general
contracting company that runs an
efficient jobsite, is a reliable partner,
schedules efficiently, and treats
their trade partners fairly.
Vertix was the youngest company
to ever win the award in 2017 and
is humbled to be recognized again
this year.

Ryan Bonner, president of Vertix
Builders, had this to say:
“We highly value our trade partners,
who make up 90 percent of our
projects. We succeed when they
succeed, and we put a lot of effort
into understanding their difficulties
and trying to work with them. To
win this award from the ASAC
is a true honor and a highlight
to everyone at Vertix Builders.
Our company culture really puts
subcontractors at the forefront
as trade partners to form a true
construction team.”

Photograph by Paul Wedlake
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Project Updates
Platte 15: Denver’s First CLT Building
Sits on Dry, Uncontaminated Soil
The highly anticipated Platte 15 multi-use midrise structure, located at 15th and Platte streets
in Denver, has reached its final depth of 28 ft.
below ground surface. The installation of the
temporary dewatering system by TerraFirma
Earth Technologies is complete, and is in the
maintenance phase. The General Contractor
Adolfson & Peterson Construction continues
excavation in preparation for pouring of
concrete slabs in late June.
Two Firsts for Platte 15
Besides being Denver’s first building made
from cross-laminated timber (CLT) and offering
a reduced carbon footprint, Platte 15 is the
site of a rarely utilized means of groundwater
control, known as ejector well dewatering.
David Giles, President of TerraFirma Earth
Technologies, explained, “Though more costly
up front, in the long run, this unusual use of
ejector dewatering wells in controlling the
Aerial view of the Platte 15 site. Clear view of the completed ejector pump
ground water within soils typical to downtown station, groundwater filtration equipment, and ejector wells along the north
Denver, has proven more reliable, and more
side of the excavation. PHOTO: Josh Peltier, TerraFirma Earth Technologies
cost efficient.”
water proofing membrane create a water-tight foundation,
“The proper installation of the foundation
commonly referred to as a ‘bath tub’ foundation. The bath
slabs and water proofing membrane under
tub-like foundation eliminates the need for the often costly
‘near-dry’ conditions is extremely important
and maintenance-intensive permanent foundation dewatering
to the structure,” explained Shiloh Hicks,
system typical of Denver’s downtown buildings,” added
Project Engineer. “The concrete slabs and
Mrs. Hicks.

Topping Out Ceremony Marks Milestone for
the Construction of The Prism Building
GE Johnson Construction Co. celebrated the topping
out of the Prism building project in downtown Denver.
Situated near the heart of Downtown Denver, the
Prism building is a nine-story, core and shell office
building development being led by Shea Properties.
The office high-rise of more than 100,000 square feet
completes the build-out of the block between 17th
& 18th streets, along Curtis Street, and is directly
adjacent to The Quincy – a luxury residential high-rise
also completed by Shea Properties and GE Johnson.
When complete, The Prism will be an extremely
unique addition to the Downtown Denver community,
featuring a one-of-a-kind exterior envelope featuring
14 | Colorado Construction & Design

a glass “crinkle wall” along the south elevation. This
glass wall is a multifaceted elevation of complex glass
geometries and will provide a prismatic appearance.
Designed by Davis Partnership Architects, the office
tower is scheduled to reach completion by the end of
the year.
“It is rewarding to see this building progressing so
quickly and to celebrate this milestone with Shea
Properties and our other project partners. Events like
this provide motivation for the team to continue to
pursue excellence in the work yet to come,” said Jim
Johnson, Chairman and CEO of GE Johnson.

When it comes to banking contractors, you either need to fish or cut bait. Our
construction trades team has the proven track record, experience, expertise and
passion to deliver, because that’s all we do: bank contractors.
Jeff Laird
303.312.3401

Greg Hottman
303.312.3486

cobizbank.com

Part of CoBiz Bank • Member FDIC
MonroeNewellCCDMar2018_Layout 1 1/26/18 12:29 PM Page 1

ICONIC

ENGINEERING
SPACES The crawford hoTel aT denver Union STaTion
monroe-newell.com
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Project Updates
Adolfson & Peterson
Construction Tops
Out New Police
Headquarters
To the construction industry,
topping out ceremonies are
symbolic and bring project
stakeholders together to celebrate
the project. This was the case for
the community of Englewood as
individuals celebrated the new
Police Headquarters being built,
which is now about 40% completed.
The City of Englewood, represented
by Owner’s Representative CBRE,
has been using the Public Safety
Services Complex built in 1972. The
existing facility lacks appropriate
security design, needs significant
facility repairs and does not comply
with ADA regulations or police
facility standards. In 2016, the
community passed a bond to
build a new police and safety
services building.
The A/E Design Firm DLR Group
defined the programming for the
new Headquarters Project to best
address the needs of the police
department going forward.
The new 44,900-sf City of
Englewood Police Headquarters
will provide modern and secure
facility needs, and more than
double their current facility space.
The new facility is being built only 5
feet apart from the police’s current
facility, which will still be fully
functional until the new structure
is completed. After completion, the
existing facility will be demolished
and replaced with secured parking
in its place.
The new building is on time and
expected to be complete by the
first quarter of 2019.
16 | Colorado Construction & Design

Construction Begins on Tammen Hall
Redevelopment Project
The Tammen Hall redevelopment
project has broken ground
on the Saint Joseph Hospital
campus in Denver’s City Park West
neighborhood. MGL Partners and
Solvera Advisors LLC will develop
the project, with The Neenan
Company serving as the designbuild partner for the renovation of
the historic landmark.
In the midst of Denver’s significant
lack of affordable housing, this
project supports one of the most
vulnerable segments of Denver
residents – seniors. The property
will provide 49 rental apartments
for income-qualified seniors 62
years of age and older.
Saint Joseph Hospital sold the
building to MGL Partners/Solvera
Advisors in 2017, with its parent
organization, SCL Health, providing
a substantial investment to finance
the redevelopment. Additionally,
MGL Partners/Solvera Advisors has
received an allocation of 4 percent
Federal Low Income Housing Tax
Credits from Colorado Housing and
Finance Authority – which were
RTD New Parking Garage rendering press release at right, page 17

purchased by Midwest Housing
Equity Group and Advantage
Capital – and received a loan from
the Denver Office of Economic
Development. Colorado Housing
and Finance Authority also issued
Private Activity Bonds, purchased
by CITI Community Capital. In
addition the Denver Housing
Authority will also be a partner in
the project. The project is one of 12
selected statewide for State Low
Income Housing Tax Credits from
Colorado Housing and Finance
Authority in 2017. The project also
receives support through State
and Federal Historic Preservation
Incentive Tax Credits.
Located at 1010 E. 19th Avenue,
the eight-story, 52,000-squarefoot facility will feature common
areas on the first floor, one- and
two-bedroom apartments on the
second through seventh levels,
and the top floor will include a
common area and rooftop patio for
residents. With the aim to revitalize
the currently unoccupied building
in Denver, the project is planned for
completion in mid 2019.

Crystal River Elementary School
Outdoor Learning Center
Carbondale, Colorado

Construction Underway
on 20 New townhomes in Denver’s
Observatory Park Neighborhood
LIV Sotheby’s agents Deviree
Vallejo and Liz Richards of Denver
Urban Properties -- specializing in
new urban construction -- have
announced the start of pre-sales for
the Observatory Row townhomes in
the Observatory Park neighborhood.
The development includes 20
residences in five different buildings,
ranging in size from 1,731 square
feet up to 1,885 feet. Pricing starts
at $550,000.
“Like so many other urban
neighborhoods throughout Denver,
Observatory Park is becoming
more and more popular with home
buyers, and increasing the demand
for luxury townhomes similar to
Observatory Row,” said Deviree.
“Considering current market
demand and this popular Denver
neighborhood, we anticipate that

there will be considerable interest in
this newest offering of townhomes.”
Observatory Row is in a highly
desirable location, conveniently
located between downtown Denver
and the Denver Tech Center, and
near Cherry Creek (but without
Cherry Creek prices). It is also
within easy walking distance of
light rail. The development consists
of 20 classically finished, open
concept three bedroom/3.5 bath
townhomes, with the high quality of
timeless finishes. Nestled on Iliff, just
off of Colorado Blvd., Observatory
Row offers ease of living with
close proximity and easy access to
I-25 and the Denver Tech Center,
light rail, the University of Denver
campus, Observatory Park, and
numerous surrounding restaurants,
shops, stores and supermarkets.

Across the state from
early childhood learning
through college,
The Gallegos Corporation
is a partner in education.

Colorado State University
Biology Building
Fort Collins, Colorado

PCL Construction Continues Partnership
with RTD on a New Parking Garage
As part of the RTD FasTracks
program, PCL Construction
Services, Inc. has begun
construction of a new parking
garage at the Thornton Crossroads104th Station on the North Metro
Rail Line. The 18.5-mile commuter
rail line will run from Denver Union
Station through Commerce City,
Northglenn and Thornton. This
expanded commuter radius has in
turn necessitated an expansion of
commuter capacity. This garage will
be the second collaborative project
for PCL, Iron Horse Architects and
Regional Rail Partners and upon
completion, will drastically upgrade
the high-traffic station.

The new 6-story Cast in Place
post tension parking garage will
hold 823 stalls and include two
vehicle entrances; one located on
the northern end of the garage
and one on the southern end. The
main entrance off the station plaza
houses two elevators and the main
stairway. Additionally, the garage
includes three stairwells with glass
enclosures to let in ample natural
light. Other features include colored
concrete exterior walls, mesh
screening panels at the lower levels,
and metal panels on the exterior.

Stone | Masonry | Stucco | Plaster
Concrete | Marble | Granite
Stone Sales

800-GALLEGOS GallegosCorp.com
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People News
Tom Davis, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP
Joins G3 Architecture

Merrick Welcomes New Chief
����������� ven Betts

G3 Architecture, Inc., an award
winning architecture, planning,
and interior design firm,
welcomes Tom Davis, AIA,
NCARB, LEED AP as the Director
of Business Development. Davis
has over twenty years of design
experience with particular
expertise in the Senior Living,
Healthcare, Higher Education, Retail, and Workplace
Environment markets. Tom will work to establish
new client relationships for G3 in the Senior Living,
Healthcare, and Aviation sectors while continuing to
expand the firm’s Retail and Hospitality portfolio.

Betts brings significant AEC
industry experience in accounting
and reporting, strategic planning,
M&A, and corporate finance. In
his previous role for an employeeowned engineering firm, Betts was global finance
director for the environment and nuclear division, and
a division CFO with Shaw Group. He currently serves
on the Board of Directors for Farm Credit of Southern
Colorado and Phiston Technologies, Inc.

ACEC Colorado Announces 2018-19
��� s and Board Members

Betts is a graduate of the University of Denver and is
a member of the American Institute of CPAs and the
Colorado Society of CPAs.

Newly elected President, Craig
Watts, PE (MKK Consulting
Engineers, Inc – Greenwood
Village, Colo.) accepted the gavel
from Immediate Past President
Nancy Clanton (Clanton &
Associates, Inc. Boulder, Colo.).
Other board members include
Brad Doyle, PE (Parsons –
Denver, Colo.) as Vice President; Karlene Thomas, PE
(Pinyon Environmental – Lakewood, Colo.) as Secretary
/Treasurer; and Elizabeth Stolfus, PE (Stolfus &
Associates, Inc. – Greenwood Village, Colo.) as
National Director.
The Denver Metro Directors include:
•
•
•
•

Brant Lahnert, PE (KL&A – Golden, Colo.)
Janet Williams, PE (Leonard Rice Engineers –
Denver, Colo.)
Gray Clark, PE (Muller Engineering – Lakewood,
Colo.)
Travis Boone, PE (AECOM – Denver, Colo.)

Jeffrey Kobriger, PE (HCDA Engineering – Colorado
Springs, Colo.) is the South Area Director; Wayne
Thomspon, PE (CTL/Thompson – Denver, Colo.) will
serve as the North Area Director; and Jonathan Kelly,
PE (Wright Water Engineers – Denver, Colo.) is the West
Area Director.
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Merrick & Company welcomes
new chief financial officer,
Steven Betts.

Two Landscape Architecture Leaders
Join HDR’s Denver Architecture Studio
Anthony (Tony) Mazzeo, site design principal, and
Kent Freed, RLA, AIA, senior landscape architect, have
joined HDR’s Denver architecture studio as leaders of
its landscape architecture department.
Previously owners of PLOT Project, LLC, in Denver, they
have more than 50 years of combined experience in
the Denver market. Notable projects have included a
freight garden and landscapes at the TAXI development
in Denver’s River North Art District; a mixed-use office
building streetscape and rain gardens in Castle Rock,
Colorado; a green roof at Colorado State University in
Pueblo, Colorado; and the new Aerospace Engineering
Sciences facility at the University of Colorado in
Boulder, Colorado.
“We welcome Tony and Kent to our studio, where
their work and design talent will continue to foster
collaboration, drive innovative solutions and diversify
the professional services that we provide our clients
while being good stewards of the environment, said
Julianne Scherer, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C, IPMA-D,
managing principal.

DLR Group Welcomes Business
Developer Regina Serna
Regina Serna has joined DLR
Group as a national business
development leader for the
firm’s Healthcare practice. She
works collaboratively with DLR
Group design teams to build
the firm’s portfolio and ensure
clients receive the best possible
service. Serna is based in the
Denver studio.
Serna is involved in several professional and civic
organizations including the Chicago and Colorado
Healthcare Executive Forum, Women in Healthcare,
Sales and Marketing for the Professional Services, and
American Society of Healthcare Engineers.

CTL|Thompson Names Next
Generation of Engineering Leaders
Principal Engineer Shawn
Fitzhugh was named vice
president and manager of
the firm’s Denver division, its
largest office. Fitzhugh, a civil
engineer with a geotechnical
emphasis, has been with CTL
since 1997.
Principal Engineer Wyatt
Knutson was named vice
president and manager of the
firm’s Wyoming division, which
he also developed in 2008.

Sopher Sparn Architects
Announces Associate Promotion
Sopher Sparn Architects LLC is pleased to announce
the promotion of Frank Romero, LEEP AP to Associate
in recognition of his ongoing contributions to the firm.
“We are pleased to announce this advancement in
Frank’s career.
Frank recently joined Sopher Sparn Architects as
Senior Designer and Project Manager. Frank worked
with the firm from 2003 to 2007, and since then he
has continued to grow as a designer. He has designed
award-winning buildings from large commercial
projects to micro housing within the region.
Frank received a Master’s degree in Architecture from
the University of New Mexico and graduated number
one in his class with summa cum laude honors and
a Bachelor’s in Environmental Design in Architecture
from the University of Colorado. He earned the
prestigious Antoine Predock design award while
interning at his firm in graduate school.
Frank focuses on the process and the craft of
architecture, sustainability techniques, and the
integration of technology with architecture. At Sopher
Sparn, he is currently working on Boulder Zen Center,
Modern West Net Zero Creative Industrial Park,
Broomfield Triangle PUD, The Jewell, Lebo, and
Culver Residences.

Principal Engineer Damon
Thomas was named president
of CTL|Thompson Materials
Engineers, Inc., an affiliate
company that manages CTL’s
materials testing, including one
of the most sophisticated testing
laboratories in the U.S. All three
engineers are now also members
of CTL’s Operating Committee, which sets strategy for
the firm and manages operations of its seven offices.
Thomas is an architectural and civil engineer and
has provided geotechnical, pavement and materials
engineering project management services for CTL
since 1989.
In its 47th year of business, CTL has grown into the
largest geotechnical engineering firm headquartered
in Denver, with expertise unmatched in the region. The
new leadership structure allows the firm to continue to
provide technical expertise and services to existing and
new clients with a goal of expanding the company’s
capabilities.
Former president Orville (Bud) Werner will remain a
senior principal engineer with CTL, contributing his
unparalleled expertise in concrete materials, fly ash,
cement powders and concrete admixtures.
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“State Highway 119, commonly known as the “Diagonal Highway,” is a
nine-mile, four-lane stretch of road that connects Boulder and Longmont.”

State Highway 119 between Boulder and Longmont
is Under Study for New Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Service
by: M. Marta Sipeki, State Highway 119 Bus Rapid
Transit Study Public Involvement Manager
Over the past years, the northwest region of metropolitan
Denver has become one of the fastest-growing areas in
the state. Boulder County in particular has attracted a high
concentration of high tech, aerospace, biotechnology,
cleantech and information businesses. That, along with
new housing developments, has resulted in a population
boom, which has led to traffic congestion in the corridor,
where delays are common.
To address the growing traffic issues, the Regional
Transportation District (RTD) embarked on a new
mobility improvement project in August 2017, to study
the feasibility of implementing Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
on State Highway 119 between and within the cities of
Boulder and Longmont.
“With State Highway 119 being the primary travel
corridor between Boulder and Longmont, the goal
of the BRT service is to make it as fast and reliable as
possible through the use of limited stops and either
bus-on-shoulder or dedicated lane operations,” said
Chris Quinn, RTD’s project manager.
State Highway 119 – commonly known as the “Diagonal
Highway” – is a nine-mile, four-lane stretch of road that is
also home to seven business parks housing 53 businesses,
including major employers such as IBM, Ricoh and Crocs.
20 | Colorado Construction & Design

Currently, people who opt to use transit for their daily
commutes between the two cities are riding on RTD’s
BOLT and J bus routes. While riders like the service,
they say the ride takes too long due to their numerous
stops. Commuters who travel in private vehicles often
experience travel times of 30-plus minutes during peak
rush hours due to growing congestion in the corridor.
A Bit of History
When RTD’s FasTracks plan was approved by metro Denver
voters in 2004, it included adding a 41-mile commuter
train, the “Northwest Rail Line,” which would carry
passengers from Denver Union Station to Longmont and
also serve Westminster, Broomfield, Louisville, Boulder
and Gunbarrel.
However, a few years after the vote, the Great Recession
hit our nation. In Colorado, sales tax revenues plummeted,
which slowed RTD’s ability to build out the FasTracks plan.
Cost for the projected rail line rose significantly as the
price of construction materials increased. As a result, the
full build-out of the Northwest Rail Line has been delayed
until the 2040s.
Yet, travel issues in the northwest area have remained.
To address the challenges, RTD initiated the Northwest
Area Mobility Study (NAMS) in 2013 to determine cost-

effective ways to improve travel options in the near term. The
15-month study developed consensus among northwest area
stakeholders, CDOT and RTD on a prioritized list of mobility
improvements. One of the top recommendations from NAMS
was to establish BRT along the State Highway 119 corridor.
State Highway 119 BRT Project
In 2017, Parsons Corporation was selected as the lead
engineering consultant to study the feasibility of
implementing BRT in the corridor. Other team members
include Apex Design, ArLand Land Use Economics, Connetics
Transportation Group, Economic & Planning Systems, Fehr &
Peers, Felsburg Holt & Ullevig, H.C. Peck & Associates, Harris
Kocher Smith, Pinyon Environmental and Virtegic Group.
“The team is evaluating alternatives to address the
increasing congestion and travel demand in the corridor
and to determine the most cost-effective BRT solution.
The project is also studying environmental impacts,
multimodal access, transit reliability and corridor transit
travel time,” said Phil Hoffmann, project manager from
Parsons.
Working closely with the region’s stakeholders, the team
has developed and is evaluating five alternative scenarios
against criteria such as improved mobility, travel time
savings, annual BRT and local service hours, ridership, capital
costs, operations and maintenance costs, cost-effectiveness
and funding availability.

No Build & TSM Alternatives

The five alternatives are:
No Build: No change to existing transit service on the BOLT
and J routes. (Graph 1)
Transportation System Management (TSM): No capital
improvements made to the corridor, but enhancements
would be made to the existing BOLT and J service.
(Graph 1)
Build Alternative #1 has one BRT route pattern from
State Highway 66/Main Street in Longmont to Downtown
Boulder Station with 15-minute frequency all day. This is the
recommendation that came from NAMS. (Graph 2)
Build Alternative #2 includes four BRT route patterns that
offer 30-minute frequency all day covering more geographic
area within both cities (Graph 3):
• State Highway 66/Main Street (Longmont via Hover
Street) to Downtown Boulder Station
• State Highway 66/Main Street (Longmont via Hover
Street) to CU East Campus
• State Highway 66/Main Street (Longmont via Coffman
Street) to Downtown Boulder Station
• State Highway 66/Main Street (Longmont via Coffman
Street) to CU East Campus

Build Alternative 1
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Build Alternative #3 includes two BRT route patterns
(Graph 4):
• State Highway 66/Main Street (Longmont) to Downtown
Boulder Station with 15-minute frequency all day State
Highway 66/Main Street (Longmont) to CU East Campus
with 30-minute frequency all day.
RTD and the Parsons team are seeking public input on the
preferred alternative through Oct. 31.
There is also considerable demand from the biking
community for a separate bicycle path, which would offer a
significantly safer option than riding on the highway shoulder.
Based on the project’s findings, CDOT will explore the
construction of a separate bike path in the corridor like the
one that parallels U.S. 36.
In the next level of analysis, the Parsons team will examine
physical configuration alternatives along State Highway 119,
including bus-on-shoulder operations, BRT bypass/queue
jump lanes and BRT/managed lanes that would also provide
express toll and HOV-3 options.

Build Alternative 2

In addition, the team is working with the cities of Longmont
and Boulder on potential local street improvements and local
bus service improvements to further enhance BRT operations.
The study is projected to be complete in the first quarter
of 2019. Funding for the construction of the BRT project is
anticipated to be shared by RTD, CDOT and other sources.
The BRT service is expected to be launched by the mid-2020s.
The State Highway 119 study project is a collaborative
effort among RTD, the cities of Boulder and Longmont;
Boulder County; Colorado Department of Transportation
(CDOT); University of Colorado-Boulder; Boulder and
Longmont chambers of commerce; Denver Regional
Council of Governments; Niwot Business Association;
Commuting Solutions; North Area Transportation Alliance;
Boulder Transportation Connections; BNSF; Federal Transit
Administration; and the Federal Highway Administration.
More information on the project can be found at
www.rtd-denver.com/hwy119.shtml.

UP NEXT in the SUMMER-FALL ISSUE
Build Alternative 3

AIA Colorado Special Report
Hospitality Round Up, Innovations in Concrete with
Colorado Ready Mixed Concrete Assn.
AGC Colorado Special Section

visit www.ccdmag.com
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Elevate your structure
with a groundbreaking
flooring system.
The Ecospan Composite Floor System is the smarter
choice for your next structure. Boasting an impressive
combination of steel components with open web design,
it has the versatility to perform in low, mid and high-rise
structures. The lightweight and high strength design
allows for longer spans, shallower floor depths,
greater rigidity and enhanced performance –
all without sacrificing aesthetics. Quite simply,
it’s a better way to build.
Forge ahead of industry expectations with
Ecospan. Call or go online and start
building success today.
ECOSPAN IS THE BETTER
CHOICE FOR:
®

- Apartments
- Condominiums
- Hotels and Resorts

Concrete Slab (by others)

Concrete Reinforcement
(by others)

Vulcraft/Verco
Steel Deck
Shearflex
HD screw

®

Vulcraft E-Series
Steel Joist

The L, Chicago, IL

This six-story, 120-unit
multifamily apartment building,
with its unique design and features,
creates an exceptional living
experience. One distinctive feature
of this building is the use of
a retired CTA rail car as a
lounge on the deck.

- Medical Facilities
- Mezzanines
- Military Housing
- Office Buildings
- Schools
- Senior Living and
Care Facilities
- Student Housing
and more.

Ecospan Composite Floor System
Nucor Vulcraft National Accounts
6230 Shiloh Road, Suite 140
Alpharetta, GA 30005
678.965.6667
888.375.9787
www.ecospan-usa.com
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WorkForce READY
By Sean O’Keefe

Cherry Creek Schools’ real-world readiness center
will prepare tomorrow’s leaders for today's challenges.

Walking the halls of today’s American high schools
are future leaders of every hue, hope, possibility,
purpose, and ambition – some with great
expectations of themselves and some with none at
all. It is education’s challenge to equitably prepare
all of them, and each of them, for their future in
the workforce. For well-renowned Cherry Creek
School District serving western Arapahoe County,
preparing students for 21st Century success means
revaluating 21st Century workforce expectations
and what the possible pathways to success after
high school can be.

of the future Cherry Creek Innovation Campus
(CCIC), a college and career readiness facility that
will be open to all high school students attending
Cherry Creek Schools. A satellite campus, the
new 117,000-SF facility located just east of the
Denver Bronco’s training facility in Dove Valley, will
host a curriculum rooted in real-world skills and
trade certifications. “We need to get better on the
individual level about what’s next. We need to shift
the narrative to college and career success, rather
than suggesting that college should be the next
step for everyone.”

“Today’s careers don’t all require a four-year
college degree,” says Mark Morgan, Principal

District students will have opportunities to explore
any of seven different career pathways in state-
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The grand hall unifies the deliberately fractured geometry of the building’s seven
pathway programs. The interstitial spaces are imagined as opportunities for
chance conversations to ignite creative passions and collaborations.

that doesn’t incorporate some or
several aspects of what CCIC
will offer.
Imagining such a campus and
making it happen are independent
challenges. The team putting it all
together through a Construction
Manager/General Contractor
delivery model, includes
architectural firm, DLR Group,
and general contractor, JHL
Constructors. Working cohesively
with the District, DLR Group’s
early objective was to design a
single educational facility with
a wellness lab, a construction
site, an automotive bay, multiple
design and fabrication studios
all integrated with math,
language arts, and computer
science programming.

of-the-art learning environments designed to
mimic the real-world climate and distinct culture of
industry. Classes in Advanced Manufacturing, for
example, will integrate Computer Aided Drafting
with hands-on fabrication to inspire students to
consider engineering, manufacturing, design, and
other skilled-developer roles. The Transportation
pathway will include both automotive and aviation
technology training while the Culinary/Hospitality
pathway offers restaurant operations, hotel
management, nutrition, and food preparation.
Assessing the full line up of pathways, which
additionally include Health and Wellness,
Infrastructure Engineering, IT/STEAM, and
Business Services, it’s hard to think of any career

“An immense amount of focus
was place on not making it feel
like going to school but rather
like a workplace environment,”
says DLR Group Principal Greg
Cromer, whose 33 years in
K-12 planning and design are
complimented by the firm’s strong
expertise in higher education
and workplace strategies. In the
business world, leading-edge
thinking reveals that creativity
isn’t scheduled but more often
the by-product of impromptu
meetings caused by chance
collisions on corporate campuses.
Likewise, at the CCIC, traditional
hallways were avoided in favor of open areas where
the fragmented geometry of the campus’ pathways
merge, encouraging students to linger, crosspollinate, contemplate, and create.
The program is about the pathway spaces, but
the design is really about the spaces in between
and fostering opportunities for spontaneous
yet practical interactions between learners of
different interests. The design fundamentals of
these intersections include interactive assembly;
flexibility of use and furniture, purpose, and
configuration; readily-accessible collaboration
spaces; and abundant capacity to display student
work of any scale from every pathway.
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Based on voter-approved ballot measures aimed at college and career readiness,
the Cherry Creek Innovation Campus proposes to be a new model of experiential
learning and opportunity for self-discovery.

Creating learning environments
that reflect the real-world
actualities of the seven different
pathways was an important
part of establishing the pride
of purpose common to those
with successful careers. Each
pathway’s finishes, equipment,
materials, and floorplan layouts,
were all tailored by extensive
industry information gathering.
The District and team held
conversations with close to
100 different businesses
ranging from Brakes Plus,
Frontier Airlines, and Denver
International Airport to Panera
Bread, Chilli’s, UC Health, and
Kaiser Permanente. The team
also toured and interviewed with
many area Higher Education
providers including Emily Griffith
Technical College, Arapahoe
Community College, and Pickens
Technical College.
The design sought a conscious
focus on the individual identities
of pathways with branding,
materiality, equipment, graphics
package, signage, and even
student uniforms. The detail
and precision in the design

derived from the ongoing
discovery initially caused the
building’s construction budget
to feel like a moving target
during JHL’s preconstruction
estimating as they advanced
toward a Guaranteed Maximum
Price contract.
“It’s fitting for a project that
represents such visionary
thinking and big ambitions to
require the same collaboration
and innovation that will be
taught here,” says Brad Schmahl,
Executive Vice President of JHL
Constructors, of the effort to
estimate costs around design
perimeters that were still being
refined. As conversations with
industry informants continued to
shape and reshape the particular
equipment needs of pathways
and likewise the layout and
finishes of spaces, builders had
to account for an uncomfortable
sense of fluidity in systems,
equipment, and even needs.
“We had to get comfortable
with being uncomfortable –
we needed the required square
footage, efficient building

systems, large work bays, and
dedicated internal transparency,”
continues Schmahl. “Behind the
scenes, we take pride in being
solutions oriented. Our project
manager, preconstruction team,
and superintendent had to
figure out how to deliver both
the big-picture building and the
fine details of each pathway
without creating much sense of
compromise for the owner
or architect.”
Thinking deep into the future,
Cherry Creek Schools is also
using the development of the
CCIC as an opportunity to
establish industry partnerships
with area businesses. Industry
partners will have unique
opportunities to inform
instruction and curriculums
in pathways supporting their
service, helping to develop
instructional strategies that
prepare students realistically.
Levels of partnership will range
from pathway sponsorships to
donating equipment, providing
guest speakers and mentors,
advisory board services, and
financial support. The benefits,

Sean O'Keefe has more than 18 years of experience articulating the complexities, challenges, and camaraderie of construction and design.
He writes Built Environment stories for owners, architects, builders, and product manufacturers and can be reached at sean@sokpr.com
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The flexibility to be used in many different ways, present and future, is accomplished through large, open,
interactive spaces, surrounded by a combination of pathway programs and readily-accessible collaboration areas.

“During some five or six years of dreaming about
this and talking with countless students at many
schools, we realized that there are basically three
kinds of post-high school expectations students
have of themselves,” says Morgan. “They are
either dedicated to going to college, determined
to join the workforce or military, or frankly, don’t
really know what they want to do at all.”

of course, begin with having direct access to
future industry leaders while they are in their
formative years. Branding opportunities at facility
and District events and actual use of the facility
and equipment for professional training and
development are also available.
“The construction industry, in particular, is
starving for manpower,” continues Schmahl.
“I expect a year or two after this project is
complete JHL will be hiring a graduate. We want
to hire people who have found their passion in
construction and this campus is going to be the
place a lot of students discover it.”
Schmahl’s enthusiasm isn’t surprising, nor
isolated. The whole team, the whole project from the design desk to the site work - seems
completely infected with enthusiasm and for
good reason. Morgan reveals an epiphany seed
sprouted while talking with students at a similar
future-focused school designed by DLR Group
in Phoenix.
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Trying to reach each of them while providing a
thoughtful, well-rounded framework for all of them
to experience and consider any of many different
possible pathways in a single setting became the
ultimate impetus for the decisions made.
“Expertise in any endeavor requires an intuitive
passion for the pursuit,” finishes Morgan. “As
educators, designers, and builders this team is
putting together a place that will spark passion;
provide pride of purpose, and support selfdiscovery and equitable career readiness for
each and every one of our students.”

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

7011 Titan Road, Littleton, CO 80125

303.791.1333

www.zimkor.com

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

DESIGN + BUILD

OFFICES / CORPORATE

PLACES OF WORSHIP

SCHOOLS / EDUCATION

PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE ELECTRICAL NEEDS OF
DENVER’S FASTEST GROWING INDUSTRIES.
TOWER, WE BRING THE POWER.

TOWER ELECTRIC

Colorado Construction & Design | 29

Considering Various Aspects of

SITEWORK
By Sean O’Keefe

"Commercial construction is carefully choreographed ballet
integrating a wide range of expertise."
The development of the built environment is more
than simply a many-faceted process, the parts, pieces,
people, and products that go into the buildings and
infrastructure around us is immense. Transforming a
piece of property into an office park or hospital is a
process that begins long before the first ceremonial
shovel of dirt is flung forward. Owners and developers
hire planners and designers to help establish a vision
for the site. A general contractor is hired to deliver the
vision on time and on budget. When the project is
complete, and the ribbon is cut, it’s almost impossible
to adequately acknowledge the great many decisions
made and all the people and information involved
in making them. From balancing costs and resources
against opportunity and potential at the developer’s
desk to fitting the project onto the available site in
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planning to procuring the materials, equipment and
manpower required to deliver a project there are a lot of
independent variables on every opportunity that shape
the final outcome, good or bad. Of all the variables,
beyond the owner’s budget, the most impactful on
every decision made likely has to be the project’s site
itself. The piece of property, the entitlements, and the
capacity to direct the advantageous flow of water across
the site all converge to influence what is achievable on
any particular parcel.
Key considerations in site development include
geotechnical conditions and solutions; excavation
and balancing the site; utilities, shoring, retention, and
drainage; and, of course, landscaped aesthetics and
functionality that is harmonious with the overall project.
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GROUND Engineering Consultants | Geotechnical Services
A full-service geotechnical and materials engineering firm operating along Colorado’s Front Range and Western Slope,
GROUND Engineering has been in business for 34 years and takes pride in a quick turn around and specialized services.
Specialized materials testing and instrumentation along with construction observation have made GROUND Engineering
an invaluable partner in understanding what the geotechnical challenges of a property are and how site materials impact
design and construction.

Jim Kowalsky, P.E.,
Engineering Principal Ground Engineering

A multitude of expertise is brought together to solve site work challenges, a process often
permeated with unknowns. At the Promenade at Castle Rock, GROUND Engineering helped
develop a 94-foot tall Mechanically Stabilized Earth (MSE) and Soil Nail (SN) hybrid wall site
retention system to accommodate a new mixed-use commercial center.

“We’re involved early by necessity,” says GROUND
Engineering Principal, Jim Kowalsky. “We provide
information about what’s in the ground and how it can
be used to the project’s advantage.”
Sand, soil, clay, rock, and even rubble present in the
ground can become possible resources in balancing the
site or even in the build if identified and accounted for
early in design. GROUND’s depth of integrated services
includes retaining wall design, construction management,
pavement management and rehabilitation, a fullrange of geotechnical instrumentation and all ancillary
components of geotechnical and materials testing
services that allow prompt reactions when problems are
uncovered in the field.

Asked about challenges in the industry today, Kowalsky
reports that finding and keeping talented employees
with the right combination of skill, experience, and
attitude is the biggest. To meet this challenge GROUND
Engineering has always invested in a strong training and
certification program along with in-house mentoring for
younger engineers.
“There is a lot of independence involved when
your engineers are out in the field and commercial
construction is a very complex business,” shares
Kowalsky. “Giving our team as much training as we can
and taking a deliberate, thoughtful approach to solving
problems is what allows us to build partnerships with
owners, designers, and contractors across Colorado.”

Diamond Excavating | Excavation, Grading, and Wet Utilities
Specializing in earthwork, site development overlot grading,
and wet utilities, Diamond Excavation has served customers
in Colorado and surrounding states for more than 39 years.
With a focus on commercial construction, Diamond does
the digging for new building foundations that require deep
excavations of several stories, which frequently means a
tight site in an urban area. Diamond’s services include site
cleaning, trenching, subgrade preparation, soil stabilization
and compaction on the earthwork side along with the
installation of water, sewer, and stormwater utilities.
“In a broad sense, we’re usually the first subcontractor
on site and the last to leave,” says Diamond Excavation’s
Chief Estimator, Josh Velasquez. “Our contract is with the
GC, but we also work closely with owners, architects,
structural, and civil engineers to consider each site’s
challenges and solutions to ensure costs account for
construction realities.”
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Among today’s industry
challenges, Valesquez notes
that keeping pace with all
of the changing municipal
regulations on specifications
and requirements is likely the
biggest for Diamond. Because
Colorado is a home rule state,
cities, municipalities, and
counties can (and often do)
have their own requirements,
Josh Velasquez,
which have to be accounted
Chief Estimator for in the design. In the current
Diamond Excavation
economic climate, Valesquez
also suggests that owners and builders have to appreciate
that specialized services need longer lead times. Diamond
prides themselves on being honest and upfront about
schedule assessment and achievability, especially on tight,
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high-rise sites, where their equipment-intense operations
overlap with virtually every other subcontractor.
“Open communication and coordination are imperative,”
says Velasquez. “With the GC, and other subcontractors on
site, and also in preconstruction with municipal entities
to truly understand what is required and expected.”
Velasquez warns that municipal tap fees, which are paid
by the owner and can easily exceed several hundred
thousand dollars, are often among any project’s biggest
unforeseen costs.
“Construction is about problem-solving in a constantly
changing, dynamic environment. Once we start digging,
we never know what we’re going to find, so we like to
expect the unexpected.”

Overlapping and crisscrossing contractual obligations are
common in site work solutions, as is the need to communicate,
collaborate, and cooperate with a lot of different parties in a
lot of different directions. Diamond Excavating’s work on at a
Maverick Gas Station at 80th and Pecos required extensive
coordination with municipal inspectors prior to approval.

BT Construction | Utility Pipeline Construction and Tunneling
Founded in 1980, BT Construction is a specialized contractor focused on open-cut pipeline installation and tunneling
operations required for water, sanitary, and stormwater utilities, electrical duct banks, and underground chilled and steam
water lines. The trenchless division provides vacuum excavation, pipe-bursting, slip lining, tunnel auguring and boring,
pipe jacking, and microtunnelling.

Kevin Juliano,
Vice President BT Construction

Design and construction constraints on site work scopes can be nearly limitless. From a lack
of staging space to jurisdictional restrictions on when work can be performed and how much
disruption it can cause, there is rarely a lack of problems to solve. BT Construction’s work on the
33rd Street Outfall is phased over three years to minimize traffic disruptions while a new pipeline
is installed to alleviate flooring concerns through the Curtis Park neighborhood.

“We’re in after the earthwork grading, laying the
infrastructure required for everyone else to build,”
says Kevin Juliano, Vice President of BT Construction,
whose responsibilities including preconstruction services
and client relationships. Juliano suggests that common
among the challenges his team faces is the often limited
amount of space BT is given on the site to operate. “Some
of our tunnels require 10,000 SF staging areas for the
equipment directly adjacent to the bore shaft and
sometimes that space hasn’t been accounted for.”

Juliano adds that crews have uncovered all kind of buried
and abandoned infrastructure from long-forgotten utilities
to the remnants of building foundations. Careful scrutiny
of As-built documents along with talking to landowners
to understand previous land uses and the history of a
site is essential in any formerly built area. Among the
most memorable surprises in Juliano’s 12 years with
BT Construction was the discovery of a horizontal gain
elevator that once fed the brewery at the Tivoli running
beneath the Pepsi Center parking lot.

Rarely is their work dull, and like most involved in site
work, BT Construction relies on careful preplanning and
research to answer questions before decisions are made.

“We embrace the challenging,” says Juliano proudly.
“The more difficult the project, the more creativity it
takes to solve, the more successful we have been.”
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Hayward Baker | Geotechnical Construction
Hayward Baker provides geotechnical construction
solutions and services for earthwork, ground retention
and support on projects of every scope and scale. They
serve a multitude of markets from commercial buildings
to the Oil and Gas, Power, Infrastructure, Mining and
Manufacturing industries. Ground improvement services
are applied to condition soils for increased bearing
capacities and to reduce settlement while expertise in
retention and shoring assures long-term slope stability
and safety during excavation.
“Mainly, we’re problem solvers, because in our work
there is almost never one simple answer,” says Phillip
Gallett, a Project Manager in Hayward Baker’s Denver
office. Serving clients whose projects range from singlestory buildings to multi-lane highways to tunneling
mines puts Hayward Baker in contact with virtually every
geotechnical construction challenge there is. Identifying
the ultimate right solution for each project is a one-byone process.

“Understanding the geology of the actual soils across
the entire site is the most important thing,” says
Gallett. “Sands, clays, or rocks can all change the costs
quite a bit. Geology is a strange beast that doesn’t
always make sense from the surface.”
Taking the guesswork out of the equation is done by
gathering as much data on the ground as possible
and having open, honest conversations about the
level of post-construction soil settlement that can be
tolerated in the finished structure. Difficult expansive
soils are a common problem in Colorado and Wyoming.
Limited access and space to operate are also common
challenges. For Hayward Baker, the most important thing
is to eliminate unknowns and ensure each project is
engineered for safe construction.
“We’re dedicated to the details,” finishes Gallett. “The
right solution considers everything including the
unknowns, and that’s where we excel.”

“We have 58 different techniques, and in consideration
of cost, time, quality, and limitations, we help clients
define the best solution for the situation.”
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Norris Design | Landscape Architecture
Norris Design has provided landscape
architecture, planning, and branding
since 1985, growing from a single
Denver location to current offices
in Frisco, Fort Collins, Phoenix, Tucson,
Flagstaff, Dallas, and Austin. Norris
Design strives to combine responsive
service with creative solutions. Taking
a client-centric approach to design,
their solutions aim to meet the owner’s
vision, goals, and budget while planned
to thrive over a long lifespan.
“The landscape should help the
owner tell the user a story about
the space and the building and how
it weaves into the overall site,” says
Norris Design Principal, Stacey Weaks.
Norris Design is involved early in
conceptual development, sometimes
in entitlements, and always working
toward setting up a framework for
what the site can accept.

In any location and on almost any parcel - urban, rural, virgin ground or reclaimed
and rehabilitated - the site greatly shapes what is possible in development. On
the Camden RiNo, landscape architects and planners at Norris Design helped
envision a new mixed-use residential property on the site of a former hardware
company by deliberately animating the pedestrian realm.

“We develop concepts that
help establish a vision for the
project and then ultimately
translate that vision into
construction documents to
be implemented in the field.”

Stacey Weaks,
Principal - Norris Design

Achievability and serving as
a link between concept and
construction are important
aspects of the service Norris
Design provides and multiple
variables always come into
play. Water management

and drainage are always high-impact factors in any
landscape design, especially in arid climates like
Colorado, Arizona, and Texas, as are aesthetics, durability,
and maintainability. Evolving vegetation and building
materials along with escalating construction costs are
also considerations that continually compel Weaks and
the Norris Design team to rethink creative solutions to
old problems.
“At Norris Design our work is about creating spaces
that are memorable experiences, that activate their
surroundings, and activate the pedestrian realm,”
says Weaks. “We have a vision of multi-functional
spaces that enhance properties and communities.”

Put it all together and we have still only really scratched the surface on the many disciplines involved in preparing a
simple greenfield site for new construction of any sort. Consider the virtually unlimited possibilities on what might be
encountered in the ground once the layers are peeled back and the list of possible expertise required to ready a site
for construction is nearly limitless. The cornerstones of success in commercial design and construction will always be
communication, collaboration, and cooperation among many different project partners.
Colorado Construction & Design is proud to report on these firms and yours. Contact Publisher Mike Branigan
(mike@ccdmag.com / 303-914-0574) to learn more about the many exciting advertising and editorial opportunities
in coming issues.
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Honnen Equipment
Celebrates 55 Years!
Honnen Equipment celebrates 55 years of meeting and
exceeding customer expectations. Pete Honnen started the
company in 1963 as a John Deere construction equipment
dealership with one location carrying three machine models.
Since then we have grown to cover the entire Rocky Mountain region with 10 locations and we now
proudly represent John Deere construction and compact equipment, Hitachi construction and compact
equipment, the Wirtgen Group line of road building equipment, Manitowoc group cranes including
Grove hydraulic cranes and National boom trucks, JLG telehandlers, NPK breakers and many more
exceptional brands. In addition to sales and rentals our customer support department provides parts
and service to keep your business up and running.

“We feel it is important to grow and
develop over time to meet the demands
of your customers and keep up with ever
changing technology.” Says Mark Honnen.

“Our proactive approach to machine
health focuses on your uptime using
cutting edge technology for preventive
maintenance and remote diagnostics.”

While the company’s services and operations have expanded, our underlying principles have remained
constant. Still family owned, our current president, Mark Honnen, leads with integrity,

“55 years means longevity and commitment. I am proud of the fact that we are still
family owned and operated. We are based on the roots and values my father put in
place many years ago and Honnen Equipment is fully committed to the industry and
communities we serve for many years to come.”
It is our mission to partner with our customers to provide superior value through the lowest owning and
operating costs while representing world-class products. Honnen has locations in Denver, Grand Junction
and Durango, Colorado, Casper, Gillette and Rock Springs, Wyoming, Salt Lake City, Ogden and St. George,
Utah and Idaho Falls, Idaho. We want to thank our employees, customers, and partners for helping us
achieve this 55-year milestone – we couldn’t do it without you!

Honnen Equipment
Commerce City, CO 80022
Phone 303-287-7506
Fax 1-800-646-6636
www.honnen.com
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CSU Laurel Village
Renlita vertical lift wall
Four Seasons Denver
Kalwall canopy

Fire + Smoke Separation
303-791-1010

Daylighting

Space Flexibility

Glass Interiors

solutions@powersproducts.com
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EDUCATION Round Up by: Sean O'Keefe
Collaboration is a must in the everchanging world of commercial
construction and design and this edition
of the Round Up certainly proves the
point. Focused on campus construction of
every sort from K-12 to higher education,
dynamic teams assembled as design-build
collaborations, joint-venture partnerships,
and multi-building/multi-firm programs
tackle the challenges of delivering 21st
Century learning environments. Join us
in celebrating the spirit of collaboration,
which is clearly alive and well in Colorado
construction and design.

Image/Photo credit: RTA Architects / MOA Architecture

Image/Photo credit: RTA Architects
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Chinook Trail Middle School Underway in Colorado Springs
Academy School District 20 is in progress on plans to add 136,647-SF of new facilities in the form of
Chinook Trail Middle School serving the northern portion of Colorado Springs. Area growth across many
sectors has increased the need for the new facilities, which will be integrated with the existing Chinook Trail
Elementary School campus to create a unified K-8 student experience. To enhance cohesion between the
two schools, the existing elementary school cafeteria will be expanded and modernized to accommodate
approximately 1,600 students while becoming common ground for both programs.
The new middle school will serve some 1,000 students and supporting faculty in high-performance
classrooms featuring new technologies and flexible configurations. New athletic fields including football,
softball, and tennis courts will add value to the campus and community. Energy efficiency and sustainability
are obvious must-haves to ensure healthy learning environments and prudent fiscal investment.
A joint venture architecture team composed of RTA Architects and MOA Architecture is responsible for
design services under a Design-Build agreement with contractor Bryan Construction. The project broke
ground in May 2018 and is expected to receive its first class in the fall of 2019.
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Eagle County Schools Builds for the Future
Eagle County Schools is making steady progress on
a series of District improvement projects including
the 75,000-SF PK-5 Eagle Valley Elementary School. At
the helm for construction is a joint venture composed
of Haselden Construction and RA Nelson who are
delivering the project together through a Construction
Manager / General Contractor contract. Architects DLR
Group take responsibility for leading design services in
partnership with TAB Associates.
Construction began in June of 2017 will deliver 32
classrooms, administrative space and a large flexibleuse assembly space capable of supporting nearly 700
students at a time. The design incorporates daylighting,
collaborative learning environments and glue-laminated
Image/Photo credit: Haselden
wooden beams to enliven spaces. Site development
includes a 60,000-SF turf field, 20,346-SF of play equipment space and a large native-seeded area of some 185,000
SF. Eagle County Schools is also in progress on Eagle Valley High School and Eagle Valley Middle School and expects
all three facilities to be complete in time for the fall 2018 school year.

Site-Adapt Solutions Make Sense for Aurora Public Schools
Construction of a new middle school is nearing
completion of Phase I services as Aurora Public Schools
is replacing Mrachek Middle School with a new facility
on the existing school’s grounds. Based on a prototype
created for Aurora Hills Middle School, the design is an
adapted solution that was developed by a joint venture
team of HCM and RB+B Architects.
Programmatic changes to the prototype included
returning to a centralized media services center as
opposed to the original plan’s smaller, decentralized
pod media spaces. Special education needs at Mrachek
drove a second programmatic difference and the school’s
autism program will include level-one, level-two, and
level-three classrooms. Site conditions included a 40Image/Photo credit: HCM and RB+B Architects
foot elevation change from north to south across the
buildable land, necessitating additional modifications. The new layout allows the building to step down with grade
changes and the new gymnasium entrance aligns with the second floor rather than the first.
Construction began in January 2017, while the existing building was still occupied. The new facility will open in the
fall of 2018. Demolition of the old building along with site rehabilitation and finishing will begin in the late spring of
next year.
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Sean O'Keefe has more than 18 years of experience articulating the complexities, challenges, and camaraderie of construction and design.
He writes Built Environment stories for owners, architects, builders, and product manufacturers and can be reached at sean@sokpr.com

Windsor High School Readies for Tomorrow
Construction is nearing completion on a revitalization
and expansion of the existing Windsor High School
supporting students in the Weld RE 4 School District.
The project responds to the District’s Facility Master
Plan that includes planned upgrades and additions to
the existing high school and programming for a second,
future high school also currently under construction.
The Windsor High School campus is composed of three
separate buildings supporting 1,000 students. The design
for the new and improved facilities developed by DLR
Group strives to create stronger campus connections and
promote student engagement.
The vision is to develop 21st Century learning
environments to support 1,200 students while also
rectifying a long list of maintenance and safety concerns
Image/Photo credit: DLR Group
in the multi-building campus. A new 42,000-SF Innovation Center will become a central link between the existing
Academic building and the Activities building while adding a dynamic new façade and engaging student
collaboration spaces.
GH Phipps Construction is building the project, which broke ground in August 2017 and is expected to be ready in
time for the fall 2018 school year. An open house showcasing the Innovation Center and school’s transformation is
scheduled for September 13th from 5 – 7 pm.
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Banning Lewis Ranch Anticipates Elementary School in 2019
School District 49 serving the northeast side of Colorado
Springs is expanding their services and building portfolio
with a new 77,000-SF elementary school. The twostory building will feature a flexible learning concept
with groups of classrooms connected to central open
spaces filled with natural light and technology. The
school will take a programmatic interest in the arts and
is being built on 9 acres in the Banning Lewis Ranch
neighborhood. This will be the first traditional school
in the neighborhood, which is currently served only by
D-49’s charter school network.

Image/Photo credit: Nunn Construction

Nunn Construction is delivering the project, which
was designed by DLR Group. Students, parents, District
administrators and staff joined in celebrating the new
school’s April 2018 groundbreaking. Construction is
expected to complete in July 2019 in time to welcome
students for the new school year.

Mapleton Schools Builds Trailside Academy
Trailside Academy PK-8 school is under construction for
Mapleton Public Schools, a District serving northeastern
Denver, along the city’s urban/suburban fringe. The
new 67,000-SF school building is being delivered by a
Design-Build team composed of Sampson Construction
and RB+B Architects. Targeting an enrollment of 488
students, the new facility will integrate Expeditionary
Learning as the educational model with an identity
combining art and urban themes. Emphasizing the
District’s “small by design” approach to educational
spaces, four-classroom suites will share common maker
spaces to enhance self-discovery and collaboration, while
also fostering a sense of place among clusters of classes.
The design integrates the new school into its
surroundings by finding common ground with a planned
park to the south and blurring the lines between interior and exterior and public and programmatic along this soft
undulating edge. East-west building orientation opens the school to optimal daylighting and thermal gain, while
also taking advantage of premium Front Range views to the west across the park. A centrally-located Learning
Commons serves as the purposeful center of the new school and is joined by a Gymnasium and Dining Commons.
Image/Photo credit: RB+B Architects

Design-Build construction services began in February 2017 and are expected to extend until July 2019.
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Creating 21st
Century Learning
Environments

Dedication to Education
We build versatile & engaging
learning environments,
allowing students to achieve
their greatest potential.

Experience in Building:
100+ Educational Projects
PK-12 & Higher Education
LEED® Certified Projects
Occupied Campus Projects
Career Tech & Maker Spaces

nunnconstruction.com

BREAK THE MOLD
REVOLUTIONIZE THE EXPERIENCE
BUILD WHAT MATTERS

DAIRY BLOCK DEVELOPMENT AND THE MAVEN HOTEL | DENVER, COLO.

303.699.9000 | saundersinc.com
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EDUCATION Round Up
University of Denver’s Advantage Bond to Deliver Big

The University of Denver has embarked on a
multi-project bond initiative known as The Denver
Advantage, which will deliver new student-centric
facilities in the form of a First-Year Residence
Hall, a Community Commons, and the Pioneer
Career Achievement Center. Being developed in
support of the University’s long-range strategic
plan called DU IMPACT 2025, the three-building
program is necessitating close coordination
Images/Photo credit: AMD / Moore Ruble Yudell
between two independent general contractors
building the improvements. Saunders Construction is delivering the First-Year Residence Hall and the new
Community Commons projects in conjunction with a design team composed of Anderson Mason Dale Architects
and Moore Ruble Yudell Architects and Planners. PCL Construction is building the Pioneer Career Achievement
Center, designed by architects Lake Flato, which will be located directly across the main campus courtyard from the
500-bed First-year Residence Hall. Saunders Construction’s scope of work also includes demolishing the northern
portion of the Driscoll North Student Center to make way for the new Community Commons while keeping the
existing pedestrian bridge over Evans Avenue accessible and structurally secure.
The Community Commons will be built on the footprint of the removed portion of the Driscoll North Student
Center located at the heart of the campus. Dining, meeting, gathering, classroom and other programmable spaces
will foster an atmosphere of student connectivity and inclusion. The Pioneer Career Achievement Center will
facilitate student career development and post-college preparedness. Construction services on the three buildings
will begin in the summer of 2018, with each of the three facilities expected to open independently in the fall
of 2020.
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CSU-Pueblo Celebrates Revitalized Student Center

Image/Photo credit: Nunn Construction

The Occhiato Student Center is now open on the Colorado State
University-Pueblo campus after nearly 29 months of construction spread
over three phases of execution. 109,000-SF of existing space was renovated
in the University’s original student center built in 1974. The renovation scope
was joined by a 22,900-SF addition to completely reinvigorate the overall
campus experience. The expansion program focused on amenitizing the
facility with a major ballroom, pre-function lounge, and a high-performance
food service main kitchen. Renovated facilities include a new bookstore,
modern dining facilities in a variety of sit-down and retail options, student
lounges, organizational spaces, conference rooms, and offices.
General contractor Nunn Construction led a Design-Build delivery
solution with design partner hord | coplan | macht. Design direction
emphasized the need to create efficient pedestrian paths through the
building and maintain separations between student-use areas and public
event spaces. Multiple building entry points and relocation of all studentoriented programs to the main level have optimized program visibility
and accessibility. During construction, strategic sequencing and positive
separation were diligently employed to allow both the university bookstore
and dining facilities to remain operational throughout the three-phase
delivery, which wrapped up in March 2018.
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The School In the Woods’ Harmonious Expansion

A Design-Build team composed of general contractor GE Johnson Construction and designer RTA Architects
is in progress on a unique learning environment for students in northern Colorado Springs. Located in the scenic
Black Forest, this school for Academy School District 20 combines the site’s incredible connection to nature with a
field-based educational program tailored exclusively for fourth-grade learners. To accommodate growing interest in
this specialized program, a new 9,800-SF building was commissioned to meet spatial needs and serve as an active
environmental teaching tool.
The new facility replaces four modular buildings on the property and will feature flexible learning suites and an
outdoor learning center. Meeting the needs of the District’s robust homeschool population will benefit from
the integration of a curiosity center, that will support the School’s academically challenging “naturalist” based
curriculum. A Design Advisory Group composed of students, parents, alumni, teachers, and District staff, worked
collaboratively with the Design-Build team to integrate sustainability, energy efficiency and design aesthetics that
work in harmony with the surrounding forest.
Design services began in May 2017 with construction breaking ground in June 2018. The new facility is expected
to be complete in January 2019

48 | Colorado Construction & Design

IT'S NOT JUST WHO YOU KNOW...
IT'S ABOUT WHO KNOWS YOU!
Get your company known to 10,000 construction
& design professionals with an ad campaign in
Colorado Construction & Design Magazine.
For a consultation on what we can do to help
promote you and your business, contact
Mike Branigan, Publisher at 303-914-0574
or Email Mike@ccdmag.com

we exist to build a better tomorrow
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University of Colorado Boulder
Jennie Smoly Caruthers Biotechnology
Building E-Wing Addition and Renovation
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www.wsreclamation.com
tel: 303-833-1986

Western States Reclamation, Inc.

35 t h A n n i ve r s a r y

Western States Reclamation, Inc. (WSRI) is celebrating its 35th year in
business. Liz and Dave Chenoweth founded WSRI in January 1983. They were
both previously employed by a large energy company in the coal mining
division. Dave had worked as an Environmental Scientist overseeing completion
of environmental baseline studies and reclamation programs. Liz worked in
business development. WSRI focused predominantly on revegetation and
erosion control projects the first two years in business.

Project Highlights

3756 Imperial Street
Frederick, CO 80516

Today the company is involved in large scale landscape construction projects,
stream channel restoration, and land restoration for a number of government
and corporate entities. The company is still very active in oil & gas and mining

Aurora Filing 1 & 2 – Stapleton
Redevelopment

Aurora Filing 1 & 2 is approximately a 70-acre site that
was landscaped with both formal and native landscaping.
The site location is south of 26th Ave between Moline
St and Clinton St. in Aurora, Colorado in the area of the
former Stapleton International Airport. WSRI’s scope of
work included 3 fully automated irrigation systems that
provided coverage to the entire site. WSRI installed all
formal and native landscaping throughout the site which
consisted of native seeding, sod installation and planting
as well as urban drainage work that tied into Westerly
Creek in Aurora. WSRI also installed one custom shade
structure and two full-sized baseball fields during the
course of construction.

50 | Colorado Construction & Design

Whiting Oil & Gas Pad Reclamation

While working with Whiting Petroleum Company, WSRI
was able to reclaim multiple oil and gas pads in Weld
County, Colorado. The primary tasks for this reclamation
process involved initial earthwork by means of spreading
several thousand cubic yards of topsoil in order to
downsize and contour the existing pads, return the area
to its original grade, and create a sustainable land. This is
followed by native seeding or straw mulching for future
cultivation by the landowner. WSRI has been able to
reclaim approximately 30 oil and gas pads for Whiting.

Jesusita & Gap Wildfire Reclamation

The Jesusita and Gap erosion control projects consisted
of a project sites that extended beyond 1,000 acres
each. Each project received an aerial hydromulch slurry
application. The hydromulch application was in response
to a wildfire that swept through southern California leaving
steep slopes vulnerable to erosion. The slurry application
was mixed and loaded into aircraft by WSRI teams.

restoration/reclamation projects, where it founded its roots in 1983. The company’s major service areas
include earthwork, light civil work, landscape/irrigation construction, storm water management installations,
and all forms of seeding and mulching.
WSRI has completed projects in 17 states to date. The corporate headquarters is in Frederick, CO. with
satellite offices in Grand Junction and Kayenta, AZ. WSRI employs around 200 employees between its three
office locations.
Liz and Dave are semi-retired after setting up a Continuance Plan for four (4) managers in 2017. Dave is still
active in business development, long range planning, and environmental consulting through WSRI’s sister
company Chenoweth & Associates.
Project Notes: Ability to work with various governmental
agencies in response to a natural disaster WSRI displayed the
ability to schedule and mobilize to a remote location quickly
and efficiently in response to a natural disaster. Each project
completed in 45 days.

Left Hand Creek at Bielins-Hock Stream
Bank Restoration

The Bielins-Hock project is located on 800 linear foot
reach of the Left hand Creek southwest of Longmont,
CO. The overall goal of the project was to mitigate
flood damage to the reach and to increase the overall
resiliency of the stream corridor. WSRI was awarded
Bielins-Hock project through a competitive bidding
process with Boulder County. The project is in a public
and well-traveled location running adjacent to Highway
119 and the Longmont to Boulder (LOBO) Regional
Trail. Traffic control and public safety were critical to the
project’s overall success.

WSRI’s detailed scope of work consisted of permitting,
traffic control, site survey, stormwater management,
clearing and grubbing, channel shaping and
realignment, bank stabilization, riprap installation, soil
lift installation, placement of woody debris for wildlife
habitat, earthwork, installation of cottonwood and
willow poles, and revegetation.
WSRI worked closely with the project engineer and
plant ecologist during the course of the project to
mitigate on-site challenges and provide a successful
end product to the owner. One of the project highlights
was the 850 linear foot koir wrapped soil lifts that
help armor the banks and protect the counties nearby
infrastructure. WSRI had been working on the project
since late August of 2017 and finished the plantings
and revegetation around the end of the year.

“As a General Superintendent, I have been afforded many opportunities to interact with all of our employees
and many client types. I enjoy mentoring junior and seasoned employees alike, helping them maneuver the
ever-changing working conditions of this industry. I started as an Irrigation Superintendent working on largescale irrigation projects ranging from Sport Complex to Parks and Nature Trails. Once I had gained experience
in these areas, I was given the opportunity to expand into projects that had a Reclamation component,
including Storm Water Management, which gave me the opportunity to work on Stream bank and Flood
repair, Pipeline Restoration, Wetland Construction and even Post-Forest Fire Stabilization projects. This year will
be my 12thyear with WSRI and every season is different and rewarding. I continue to have the opportunity to
share what I have learned throughout the years and am able to learn new concepts and methods from others
along the way. I always look forward to what is on the horizon in this challenging industry!”
- Clint Snow – General Superintendent
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Connecting everything around us is a centipede of circumstances such as
soil conditions and zoning restrictions that seemingly always compound
a tangle of site challenges like flooding, remnants of former uses, or high
altitudes. Site work projects of every stripe require the expertise and skill
of a great many of Colorado’s most dedicated design and construction
professionals, a group whose work is often unseen. In this edition of the
Round Up, we explore some of what is underneath, some of what goes
through, and some of what is on top of some sweet sites across Colorado
and celebrate those that make it happen.
By Sean O’Keefe
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33rd Street Outfall to Reduce Flooding Concerns
The City and County of Denver is under construction with plans to reduce
flooding concerns along 33rd Street between the South Platte River and
Downing Street in the Curtis Park neighborhood. The project is being
released in four phases over three years to minimize neighborhood traffic
disruptions. Phases 1 and 2 saw the installation of new storm sewer from
the river to the intersection of 33rd and Blake. BT Construction has taken
responsibility for pipeline installation with engineering services led by
Wilson & Company.
The pipeline is a combination of large box culverts, 120” HOBAS pipe, smaller
reinforced concrete pipe, and steel casings. In Phase 1, an 11’ x 8’ box culvert
was installed across busy Brighton Boulevard while maintaining continual
traffic. During Phase 2, a 220 foot-long, 10-foot diameter tunnel was built
below the existing Union Pacific Railroad Yard and the RTD Commuter Rail. A
set of 96” steel tunnels were also installed side-by-side beneath Blake Street
and a microtunnel was used to install a 450’ HOBAS storm lateral line. BT
Construction’s ability to incorporate multiple trenchless technologies into
a single scope of work has kept this project on schedule as work continues
toward Downing Street along 33rd.
Images/Photo credit: BT Construction
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Pikes Peak Is the Highest Active Construction Site in North America

Image/photo credit: RTA Architects /GWWO Architects

Site work is underway on a new 38,000-SF Summit
Complex on the summit of Pike’s Peak at 14,109 feet
above sea level. GE Johnson Construction has begun
excavation of the primary mechanical and electrical
trenching for the site, while the existing Summit House,
built in 1963 remains fully operational to peak visitors
throughout construction. When complete in the fall
of 2020, the new visitor center will offer sweeping
views and digital interactive displays focused on the

history, significance, and geology of Pikes Peak. Site
development will include interactive outdoor exhibits
along an accessible elevated pathway which is being
integrated to help protect the summit’s fragile tundra.
The project is a collaboration of the U.S. Forest Service,
National Park Service, State Historic Preservation
Office, tribal representatives and the summit’s five
major permit holders: the City of Colorado Springs,
Pikes Peak – America’s Mountain, The Broadmoor’s
Pikes Peak Cog Railway, the U.S. Army High-Altitude
Research Laboratory and Colorado Springs Utilities.
Design services were provided by RTA Architects
and GWWO Architects with supplementary insights
submitted by Colorado Springs residents over an
extensive community input period between 2015
and 2017.
The Pikes Peak Summit Complex is the highest
ongoing construction site in North America requiring
construction strategies to protect against the effects of
harsh weather and the extreme altitude including using
prefabricated building components, and regular health
checks and continual rehydration for workers.

70 Ranch Reservoir to Serve as Long-Term Water Resource
The reservoir has the infrastructure to potentially
be filled from the Lathan Ditch (through a carriage
agreement) and can also draw water from the South
Platte by via pipeline.
Fiore & Sons is taking the lead on excavation and
earthwork services for the project, which began in
November 2016. The project is expected to result in a
usable reservoir in the spring of 2019 with a complete
water delivery capacity in the fall of next year.

Image/photo credit: Fiore & Sons

Owner United Water and Sanitation District in
partnership with the Platte River Water Development
Authority is in progress on a civil engineering project
that will deliver a 5,500 acre-foot water storage facility
in the form of the new 70 Ranch Reservoir. Located
approximately six miles west of Kersey, CO in Weld
County, the 70 Ranch Reservoir will provide off-channel,
raw water storage along the South Platter below the
confluence of the St. Vrain and Cache La Poudre Rivers.
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Fiore & Son’s scope of work included placing 3.1 million
yards of native soil to form the embankment wall, which
is nearly 2.1 miles long with a jurisdictional height
of 47 feet. Accounting for the site’s porous soil, the
reservoir will be lined with a Reinforced Polypropylene
liner completely covering the reservoir bottom and
embankment slope.
Classified as a Low Hazard dam, the finished facility will
provide water storage for 70 Ranch’s cattle and farming
operations and several local agricultural and municipal
water providers.

Consult More.
Consume Less.

PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL ENGINEERING
SOLUTIONS...
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The Tallest MES/SN Wall in Colorado Reaches 94 feet in Castle Rock
project started in 2014 and is currently in the final stages
of finishing building pads and buildings, which includes
approximately 1,000,000 square feet of retail and 320
apartment units.

Image/photo credit: GROUND Engineering

Located just west of I-25 between Meadows Parkway
and Castle Rock Parkway, the Promenade at Castle Rock
is a new destination neighborhood center featuring
a combination of retail, restaurants, and multi-family
residential joined by outdoor spaces. Site work on the

GROUND Engineering has been involved in site
work services from the start, helping to account for
and resolve issues around the site’s significant grade
changes. GROUND provided geotechnical engineering,
material testing, and construction observation services
along with special inspections and retaining wall design
for the entire site. The site retention system includes
approximately 210,000 SF of finished face resulting in
the tallest Mechanically Stabilized Earth (MSE) and Soil
Nail (SN) hybrid wall system in Colorado at 94 feet high.
Led by Alberta Development Partners, LLC the
overall project was delivered by general contractor, WE
O’Neil and Maxwell, with architecture services led by
Galloway and civil engineering by Bowman.

Three New Stapleton Filings Readied for Development
and asphalt taxiways. Bedrock was also present and had
to be removed as the sites were excavated, balanced,
and graded.

Image/photo credit: Fiore & Sons

Fiore & Sons recently completed a massive site
excavation project on behalf of Construction Manager
Mortenson Construction for land developer Forest
City Stapleton, Inc. A total of 299 acres across three
independent filings were prepared to accommodate
future new construction projects and despite much
of the original Stapleton Airport runways and
infrastructure having been long since removed,
significant obstructions remained. While reconditioning
the sites, Fiore & Sons encountered concrete debris and
cement treated base, remnants of runways and aprons,
along with underground storage tanks, steel I beams,
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More than 1.2 million cubic yards of dirt was moved
within Filing 54 and Filing ME, while another 339,0000
cubic yards of dirt was exported to Filing 39 to help
create an even cut/fill balance on each filing. GPS
tracking was used to create a detailed record of all
encountered materials (concrete dirt, asphalt, and
bedrock), which was used both in accounting and in
resolving cut/fill obligations within each of the three
sites. Fiore & Sons began their work in January of 2018
and completed the contract a full two months early
delivering the balanced sites in April of 2018. Single
and multi-family residential properties along with
community green space and commercial office and
retail opportunities will be developed.

Image/photo credit: BT Construction

Aurora’s Rampart Pipeline Traverses
22 Miles of SE Metro Area
Construction services are nearing completion on a
multi-phase pipeline rehabilitation project for the City
of Aurora. Contractor BT Construction led the delivery
of the Rampart Raw Water Pipeline Maintenance
Project, which involved rehabilitating significant
portions of the pipeline which traverses through
22 miles of utility easement between the Rampart
Reservoir and the City of Aurora. The pipeline was
originally built around 1960 and the rehabilitation
project is part of regular, needed maintenance and
appurtenance upgrades.
BT Construction’s scope of work included accessing the
pipeline from 45 separate sites along the length of the
pipeline interfacing with multiple jurisdictions between
Aurora and the reservoir near Chatfield State Park
in Roxborough. Construction activities were limited
primarily to winter months when water demand is
lower, and the City is able to temporarily shut-down the
line while avoiding public disruptions. Long-lead times
on materials and limited construction windows during
shut-downs prompted BT Construction to mobilize as
many as four independent crews at a time to tackle
multiple headings simultaneously. Phase 4 began in
August of 2017 and will wrap up in the summer of 2018.

C

T

CALEB TKACH

AIAP

ARCHITECTURE PHOTOGRAPHER

Photo - Video - Aerial
calebtkach.com - Office: 303.955.1719
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Former Denver Hardware Block Cleared for Reactivation
level retail and integrated parking. Site work included
removing former structures, which had functioned as a
combination of office, retail, and warehouse spaces for
Denver Hardware since 1953.

Image/photo credit: Norris Design

A new mixed-use site development project is underway
in the River North (RiNo) District on the former Denver
Hardware Co. block at 32nd and Walnut Streets. After
getting the 2.4-acre property rezoned from industrial
to mixed-use, the land purchase was made by owner/
developer Camden Property Trust with plans to
build a five-story multi-family apartment building that
will feature 233 units and a combination of ground-

Design services for the new development were led by
Wallace Garcia Wilson Architects, with landscape
design services provided by Norris Design. The building
profile will reach five-stories in height along Walnut
Street and step down to three stories along Larimer and
includes several outdoor spaces for residents and guests.
A sculpture courtyard along Larimer will serve as a semipublic gathering area for retail users and residents. A
resident amenity deck on level three will overlook the
sculpture garden and include a pool, outdoor kitchen,
gathering areas, and custom water features.
Construction broke ground in the spring of 2018, with
general contractor, Camden Builders, leading the
delivery. Camden RiNo is expected to be ready to receive
tenants in the summer of 2019.

76 Commerce Center Phase 1 Readies for Occupancy
park, 76 Commerce Center will bring modern, industrial
buildings to the very edge of this highly-traveled
commercial corridor between Denver and northeastern
Colorado and Nebraska.

Image/photo credit: Ware Malcomb

Owner, Hyde Development, in a joint-venture
partnership with developer and builder Mortenson
is nearing completion on the redevelopment of a
122-acre site in the Bromley Industrial Park located
along the I-76 corridor as it passes through Brighton,
Colorado. Since the site was already located in a
designated enterprise zone, the new 76 Commerce
Center was able to move quickly through initial
permitting. Planned as a 1.8 million SF, Class A industrial
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The first phase of the new development will be a
266,240-SF speculative building designed by Ware
Malcomb. Mortenson started construction on the
building on November of 2017 and expects to have it
ready for occupancy in the fall of 2018. The first building
will incorporate clear heights of between 32-and 36feet, and will combine 60 mil TPO “cool roofs,” and ESFR
sprinklers to accommodate a wide range of office,
warehouse, or light manufacturing industrial businesses.
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Inside AIA
Awards Season
in Colorado
by Cathy Rosset
Cathy Rosset
Cathy Rosset is the Executive Vice
President/CEO of The American Institute
of Architects, Colorado Chapter

This is one of our favorite times at AIA Colorado: design and
honor awards season.
For us it’s about more than seeing our members’ beautiful and
creative architecture or acknowledging the hours, months and
often years of their lives they’ve dedicated to
a project.
Rather, AIA Colorado awards are an opportunity to recognize
the impact that quality architecture has on all of our lives.
Our awards allow us to celebrate Colorado architects for
being leaders in their communities, for their commitment to
designing innovative solutions that meet the needs of many,
and for recognizing that what we build today will impact
tomorrow. Beyond design, our Honor Awards celebrate the
architect business owners who are contributing to our state’s
economy and creating productive and fun work environments
for their teams.
In a recent conversation, Scott Lindenau, FAIA, founder and
design principal of Studio B Architecture + Interiors in Aspen
and Boulder, shared his perspective on awards:
“It’s not done out of ego, but they validate our commitment to
design and who we are as a design studio. We live and breathe
architecture. If I’m going to spend two to three years of my
life on a project, I want it to be exceptional. Awards elevate
everyone who worked on these projects: us, the contractors
and the clients.”
Scott received the 2017 Architect of the Year Honor Award,
which recognizes an individual architect whose work has had
a significant impact on architecture in Colorado. In addition to
this award, Scott was recognized with Young Architect of the
Year in 2000, and Studio B has received numerous
design awards.
Our design and honor awards also provide opportunities to
recognize the diversity of projects and firms within Colorado.
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This year, we’ve refined our award categories to better reflect
the outstanding architecture happening throughout our
state, as well as the various project types and how well they
meet the clients’ and occupants’ needs. Design excellence
can be found in a gorgeous mountain home, a popular new
restaurant, an innovative elementary school, an inviting block
of mixed-use development, or even an efficient transit center.
And these excellent designs can come from large firms or
sole proprietors.
For Renée del Gaudio, AIA, founder of Renée del Gaudio
Architecture in Boulder, receiving a 2017 Design Excellence
Award was especially meaningful as a one-woman shop, to be
recognized alongside larger projects from much larger firms. It
also gave her a boost in finding new business.
“Clients think it’s wonderful to be working with somebody
who is recognized across the state by such an important
organization. It’s given me incredible credibility at so
many levels and given the level of work that’s happening
in Colorado right now, it is very exciting,” Renée recently
mentioned in a member interview.
As Renée and many others have said, Colorado is growing
fast, and new projects are popping up at a rapid pace. Our
state is part of a national conversation on architecture, quality
and innovation. That’s why it is so important to pause and
celebrate the architects whose designs are propelling us into
the future and whose firms are contributing to Colorado in
big ways.
The deadline to submit for AIA Colorado Design and Honor
Awards is July 20, at which point the projects will be carefully
reviewed by a jury of esteemed architects in Portland, Oregon.
Whether you submitted a project or not, I hope you’ll join us
at our awards gala on September 7, where award recipients
will be announced, and we can celebrate excellent design
together as a community. Event details and award recipients
will be announced at aiacolorado.org

The Maven Hotel at Dairy Block, JOHNSON NATHAN STROHE
2017 AIA Colorado Design Awards Honorable Mention

Let us recognize you and your outstanding work.
You deserve the credit.
There’s still time!

To see guidelines or
submit a project visit
aiacolorado.org.

The deadline to submit for an AIA Colorado
Design & Honor Award is July 20.
The annual AIA Colorado Design & Honor Awards recognize
the greatest people and projects in Colorado architecture.
Not planning to submit for an award? Save the date and join
us at our September 7 gala, where award recipients will be
announced!

Colorado Building Green
Construction Waste
Diversion Presents
Opportunity for Meeting
Colorado Recycling Goals

by Patti Mason

Patti Mason

Patti Mason is the Mountain Regional
Director for the U.S. Green Building
Council, and the former chair of the
CDPHE Pollution and Prevention
Advisory Board.

Colorado lags behind the country in recycling, even
if the state’s green reputation might make us think
otherwise. This year the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment (CDPHE) reported the state’s
recycling rate as 19 percent. It’s even lower when scrap
metal is excluded, sitting at only 12 percent. When those
numbers are propped up against the national average of
34 percent, it’s a sign something needs to change.
When it comes to diverting waste, a key factor to
consider is the material coming from construction and
demolition. Evidence of projects taking advantage of
diversion is already appearing in many parts of the state
like the Denver Metro area and along the I-70 corridor.
Diversion of construction and demolition materials
offers an opportunity for Colorado to reach the goals
set by CDPHE for meeting the national recycling rate
by 2026.
Some communities are already leading the way, such
as Fort Collins. Using local policy, the town requires
diversion of construction materials. But meeting the
standards set by CDPHE won’t be easy. It’ll require
collaboration between a diversity of governmental
bodies, non-profits, industry professionals and nongovernmental organizations. Add Colorado’s low landfill
tipping fees – the rate charged for a certain amount of
waste sent to the landfill – and recycling of construction
waste becomes even less likely.
But the challenges to this type of diversion are nothing
new. The U.S. Green Building Council held a speaker
session at our 2017 Rocky Mountain Green conference—
the largest green building conference in the region—
focused on the dilemma facing Colorado around
construction and demolition recycling. Attendees
emphasized the need for more recycling infrastructure,
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stronger end markets, and single stream options to help
projects divert in densely populated areas. And the issue
isn’t going to get easier. China’s enactment of a ban on
waste imports, taking effect in January, has forced other
countries to turn inward and find creative new ways to
manage waste.
So how does construction and demolition diversion
work? Recycling facilities need the ability to sort the
waste, separating materials such as concrete, rigid
plastic, lumber and scrap metal. There has to be a market
for resale of items that are still usable, as well as a means
for incorporating unusable materials into new products.
In Colorado, industry groups like Colorado Association
for Recycling, companies like 5280 Waste and Alpine
Waste and Recycling and non-profits such as Eco-cycle
are setting out to create those markets.
Building on that sentiment, since its creation the
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
certification has always helped advance these diversion
of construction materials efforts. For a construction
company or builder to achieve the Construction and
Demolition Waste Management Planning prerequisite,
Teams must identify five materials streams targeted for
diversion, but to earn a point it requires that you actually
divert at least 50% and three streams, or 75% and four
streams for two points.
When CDPHE was considering which recycling goals
to prioritize, there was more public input for waste
diversion than most other issues. Colorado residents are
ready to support this progress. Utilizing the combined
construction diversion efforts of industry leaders,
advocacy groups and the LEED certification program,
goals for meeting the national average recycling rate in
Colorado are within reach.

Engineering Colorado
The Future of AEC Industry:
How to Build Better Teams
by Marilen Reimer, CAE
Marilen Reimer, CAE
The author is Executive Director of
the American Council of Engineering
Companies (ACEC) of Colorado.

During my over 20-year tenure of involvement with
ACEC Colorado, I have had the opportunity to network
with and learn from several leaders not only from
ACEC Colorado itself, but also in business and higher
education institutions from around the United States
and Canada. One prevailing issue that continues to
come up in conversation is the impacts of technology
on the “Future of the Engineering Profession”, which I
have discussed in previous columns.
Technology will have serious implications on how
projects are completed and delivered, in addition
to the ramifications on the people we employ. All
professions and industries should consider these
implications and how best to prepare for them. We
are in the process of establishing the Engineering
Change Lab -USA (ECL-USA) like the one in Canada.
One of the initiatives that ECL-Canada is developing is
a Leadership Program that will incorporate leadership
training into university’s engineering curriculum. Due
to the heavy technical coursework that engineering
students must take, there is often little room for other
classes on leadership, communication – written and
oral, and business. At the “Future of the Profession
Summit” held in Omaha recently, I suggested to the
ECL-USA Leadership Initiative Task Force that they
investigate the successful Leadership Development
Courses that many ACEC state organizations provide to
engineers who are transitioning from the technical side
to the business side of engineering.
For almost 20 years, ACEC Colorado’s Leadership
Program has successfully provided opportunities
for the next generation of leaders to develop
leadership skills starting from a pre-supervisory
level to supervisory level to management. The
competencies developed through these classes are
on -Communication & Relationships, Coaching &

Development, Employment Law, Staffing, Project
Financial Management, Team Dynamics, Change
Management, Results Focus and Leadership Theories.
Attendees have the opportunity to develop these skills
and put into practice what they have learned in “real
life” in their areas of practice and business, and then
come back to class and share the lessons learned for all
to benefit.
As the title of our Leadership Development Program
suggests, the Council believes that leadership can be
developed and is an on-going process. With that in
mind, the Council provides leadership opportunities for
members throughout their professional career through
committee involvement and as committee chairs,
task force leaders, board members and officers. With
our partners such as with the Colorado Department
of Transportation, State Architects Office and City of
Denver to name a few, members have opportunities
to develop relationships that help them personally,
professionally and contribute to improving their
impacts on our communities.
Beyond technology, it really is the people skills that
serve as the core competencies that will make a
difference and strengthen their ability to run and
contribute to a successful business. We are still in a
people business that must communicate and interact
with people to better serve our communities. For
more information on the Council and our Leadership
Development program, please go to our website at
www.acec-co.org.
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Urban Perspectives
Getting to Net Zero
by Michael Leccese
Michael Leccese

Executive Director, ULI Colorado

Whether or not you’re a climate change skeptic, you
may experience helplessness to influence this or any
other environmental issue. What can one person/
developer/architect/builder do?
Turns out, lots. From 2009 to 2016, the Greenprint
Center for Building Performance, a subset of ULI whose
members include real estate heavies such as Hines, JLL,
and ProLogis, reported reductions in their commercial
buildings of:
• energy consumption by 13.9 percent,
• greenhouse gas emissions by 17.9 percent,
• water use by 12.1 percent.
This is no small sample. Greenprint’s members
submitted data on 8,684 properties representing 1.9
billion square feet of building area in 28 countries.
While this is short of the goal of Greenprint’s 50 percent
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, it puts
us on track.
As typical, energy-conscious Colorado leads the way
not only in creating more efficient buildings, but
building an economic case to do the right thing.
Exhibit A might be Boulder Commons, a “net zero
energy” 100,000-square-foot mixed-use project
in an emerging transit district in Boulder. The U.S.
Department of Energy (probably not Rick Perry
personally) defines a net zero building as one that
produces enough renewable energy to meet its own
annual energy consumption.
Key factors for hyper-efficient building design and
technology are pretty straightforward. These include
choosing the right building skin and sun orientation,
the most efficient conventional HVAC system, and
planning for the fact that laptops and computers
consume about half an office building’s energy.
64 | Colorado Construction & Design

Boulder Commons is being touted as the nation’s
largest multi-tenant net-zero building. This $40
million project is fully leased and apparently cashflowing nicely. Moreover, the developer Morgan
Creek Ventures, with the law firm Holland & Hart, have
pioneered the “green lease,” a new form of carrot-andstick commercial agreement. In summary, tenants who
exceed their renewable energy budget (see above
about laptops) agree to buy additional energy through
a renewable source such as wind or solar. Thus they
have a strong incentive to be mindful of their energy
use to meet the net-zero goal.
With its solar wall and roof and other energy
innovations planned in partnership with Rocky
Mountain Institute, Boulder Commons is designed
to consume only one-third of the U.S. average office
energy usage. Though it remains connected to the
utility grid, Boulder Commons’ renewable energy
system will typically cover all power needs.
A goal was “to make returns as good [as] or better
than conventional development,” developer Andrew
Bush, founder and managing partner of Boulder-based
Morgan Creek Ventures told Urban Land magazine
(full disclosure: my wife wrote this article, from which I
gently crib). Bush expects higher than average returns,
even though his dozen tenants pay less for base rent
because of lower operating expenses.
You don’t have to be a developer to create an energyefficient workplace. To engage brokers, tenants,
building owners, architects, engineers, project
managers, energy consultants and general contractors
in reducing their own energy use, ULI created the
Tenant Energy Optimization Program. This 10-step
program has been tested and proven to generate
energy savings of 30 to 50 percent, payback in three-tofive years, and an average annual return of 25 percent.

The program website provides technical assistance, how-to guides, case studies and training materials.
For more information go to TenantEnergy.ULI.org.`
Executive director of Urban Land Institute (ULI) Colorado since 2005, Michael Leccese is reported to have the
carbon footprint of a dormouse. You can meet him at http://colorado.uli.org.
To learn more about this topic, register for this ULI event in Fort Collins on July 18. https://colorado.uli.org/
event/greenprint-building-performance-driving-market-value-energy-efficiency-2/

Boulder Commons
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Safety & Risk Management
Contractors and ‘Joint
Employer’ Nightmares
by Scott Carlson
Construction companies, especially smaller ones,
hate when it happens, but many large projects and
government contracts require them to have an
experience modification rate, or EMR, of no more
than 1.00.
The thinking is that a rating above 1.00 would somehow
involve a safety risk, and that the lower the EMR, the safer a
company’s work practices.
There’s plenty of disagreement over whether this the best
and fairest way to look at a company’s safety record and
ability to do a job.
Why? Because a company’s EMR is based in part on the
size of its payroll. A smaller payroll means fewer dollars to
absorb any losses. Thus, a smaller construction firm would
potentially see a higher EMR even if its safety record is as
good as a larger competitor.
For the record, an e-mod is a numerical expression of a
company’s accident and injury record compared with
the average among other employers in its industry. More
specifically, an e-mod is a ratio of actual to expected losses
that occur over a (typically) three-year period: for example,
2018 e-mods are based on loss and payroll data from 2014,
2015 and 2016. (A one-year lag is built into the calculation
because the entire cost of claims resulting from serious
injuries may not be fully realized for a year.)
In general, a 1.00 EMR is considered average, while a 1.20
EMR would lead to a 20 percent increase in premiums; a 0.80
EMR would result in a 20 percent reduction in premiums.
The National Council on Compensation Insurance computes
EMRs for all businesses and industries in Colorado.
A high EMR not only hurts a contractor’s ability to land
new business, but their bottom line, too. Surveys show
that more than half of all employers overpay for workers’
compensation insurance, a problem directly linked to
miscalculated EMRs.
Changing Your E-Mod
So, what’s a contractor to do? How can they get their EMR in
order and avoid getting disqualified from bidding on certain
jobs if their EMR is above 1.00?
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Scott Carlson
Scott Carlson is a Vice President at CCIG.
Reach him at ScottC@thinkccig.com or
720-330-7925

Here are four important things you’ll want to consider:
1. If you’re in the construction business – or any business,
really – it’s a good idea to start by checking your e-mod
score to understand why it is what it is. You’ll want to ask
about the data used to calculate your e-mod and whether it
is up-to-date and correct. Don’t assume your current agent is
doing this for you.
2. You’ll want to be sure you have a sound safety program in
place. That includes providing new employee orientations,
refresher training, and remedial training as needed. Also,
report injuries early, make sure to maintain safety training
records for OSHA reporting, and investigate accidents and
near-misses.
3. You’ll need a return-to-work plan. One of the best ways
to help an injured employee recover, and to keep your claim
costs down, is to offer them modified work tasks. Modified
duty may include modifying a worker’s essential tasks,
limiting work hours, changing work conditions or physically
modifying the workplace.
4. Double-check what the insurance company is telling NCCI
about your claim. Insurers will set up a reserve to pay for
a claim and will often submit that amount to NCCI rather
than the actual, possibly lower amount required to resolve
a claim. That can end up causing your e-mod to go up more
than it should.
There’s more to all of this, of course, but here’s one more
important point to keep in mind about your e-mod:
Even employers that do everything right and have no claims
can see their e-mods rise. Why? Because if companies in their
industry had a bad year, then everyone shares in the pain.
CCIG is a Denver-area insurance brokerage with the fullservice capabilities of a national brokerage. We do more
than make sure you have the right policy. We also help you
manage your long-term cost of insurance with our risk
and claims management expertise and a commitment
to service excellence.
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Inside AGC Colorado
AGC Delivers Major
Networking Results
Presidents Letter
by Michael Gifford

Why Every Contractor in Colorado Should Help
Pass Transportation Funding Initiative 153

The Primary election season ended June 26 and now it
is time to focus on the November ‘18 General election.
While the Governor’s race grabs headlines, there is
another important topic on the ballot, Initiative 153.
Initiative 153 is a state law change by the Lets Go
Colorado coalition (AGC is a member of the coalition)
to provide significant new funding for our state’s
transportation needs. More on those needs in a
moment. Initiative 153 is called an Initiative until
it is certified for the ballot, then it will become a
Proposition (In Colorado, changes to state law are
called Propositions and changes to our constitution
are called Amendments).

What are our transportation needs?

At the state level, there is a $9 billion backlog of
pressing projects. Well known needs including
widening sections of I-25 and I-70. At the local level
the needs are event greater - as over 75% of our roads
are local, not state roads. Some of the visible results
of the backlog are traffic congestion, roads in poor
and unsafe condition, and bridges in service past their
useful life. The other consequence of the backlog is
a growing reluctance of companies to relocate to a
congested state. That put our economy at risk.

How did we get here?

The state set the gas tax at a flat 22 cents per gallon in
1991. We haven’t raised it since, and the state’s gas tax
revenue has half the purchasing power it had in 1991.
Blame inflation and more fuel-efficient cars paying less
gas tax per mile than in the past.
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What is the Proposal?

Initiative 153 proposed to raise the state sales tax by
0.62% (from 2.9% to 3.52%) for 20 years, and issue a
$6 billion bond to accelerate high priority projects at
the state level. The sales tax increase should generate
$1.1 billion annually for 20 years. 45% of the funds go
to the state, 20% to cities, 20% to counties, and 15%
to a fund for multi-modal improvements. Funds will
be used for existing projects already on the critical
projects list.

How Can Contractors Help?

To pass Initiative 153 we will need to get the word out
to voters and get at least 50% approval in November.
To get the word out we need to purchase advertising.
The campaign budget is $8.6 million. AGC has agreed
to try to raise $500,000 from the commercial building
industry (the highway contractors are raising $2.7
million of the budget). So, you can help by making a
contribution to the campaign through AGC.

Why contribute?

EverycContractor I know is wondering about their
future backlog. In our industry, we have work when
the economy is growing, and much of that growth is
fueled by in-migration of people and business. If we
are too congested, then that growth will slow, and so
will our backlogs.
AGC has a chart with contribution guidelines and
where to send your contribution. If we all contribute
we can meet our goal and help our state improve our
transportation system. Please invest in your future. Go
to www.agccolorado.org for more info r call the AGC
at 303-388-2422.

Thank you Sponsors:

Come Celebrate With Us!
AGC COLORADO INDUSTRY GALA & ACE AWARDS
Friday, November 2, 2018
Hyatt Regency Denver
at Colorado Convention Center
650 15th Street Denver, CO 80203
6:00 to 9:30 PM – Cocktail Reception/Awards Banquet
9:30 to 11:30 PM – Post-Party/Casino Night
Emcee: Reggie Rivers
Register at www.AGCACE.com

CREATE.

ate!

It’s who we are.
AGC Annual Awards Banquet
Colorado Construction & Design | 69

ATTEND OUR CCN HIRING
FAIRS FOR ONLY $350 EACH

CONSTRUCTION
CAREERS NOW!

100% of Hiring Fair Participation Cost
Funds Student Tuition

Build Your
Future Workforce
Through Our
CCN Hiring Fairs!

Don’t Miss Out On Meeting 50+ New
Motivated CCN Graduates Each Month!

CCN GRADUATES ARE INVESTED
IN A CAREER IN CONSTRUCTION:
• Have attended a boot camp and been on-time for 16
nights of classes (many while working during the day)
• Committed to working hard for a career in the industry
CCN October 2017 Graduating Class

• Have earned their OSHA 10 Certification

I think it’s important we bring this new blood from CCN into the industry.
Norm Holden, Regional Manager • Baker Concrete Construction

The biggest advantage with Construction Careers Now is students have
gone through a 16-day program where they’ve already demonstrated
commitment and dedication – those are the biggest things we look for.
Moses Berrelez, General Superintendent • Baker Concrete Construction

We have hired several really good team members from the CCN program
and will continue to do so.
Bob Henry, General Superintendent • Mortenson Construction

UPCOMING HIRING FAIRS
(Wednesdays | 4:00-6:00 pm)
August 1, 2018
August 29, 2018
September 10, 2018
October 15, 2018
November 19, 2018

CONTACT: Lisa Seaman | lisa@agccolorado.org | 720-235-1909 | or Register at BuildColorado.com
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September 19, 2018
Breakfast with the Board

A Northern Networking Event
Co-presented by:

CSU Stadium
Stadium Club Room
Fort Collins, CO

AIA/ACEC/AGC Members
$60

AGC Welcomes
New Members
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AGC of America Member Discount Programs
When it comes to your company’s bottom-line, your
membership in AGC pays dividends. These value added
discounts will give you the competitive advantage over
your competition.

AGC Members enjoy savings of up to
78% on Freight, up to 29% on Express,
up to 20% on Ground and more!

AGC Members and their employees recieve a
private offer of up to $1,000 off the purchase
or lease of most new Chevrolet, Buick and
GMC vehicles.

BP Business Solutions Universal
Fuel MasterCard offers rebates of
up to 6¢ per gallon on BP fuel
purchases plus a flat 1.5¢ per
gallon outside the BP network.

CLICKSAFETY

™

The only HR software created for the
construction industry and used by
hundreds of AGC Members.
AGC Members get a 10% discount.

®

Safety. Compliance. Your Future.

ConsensusDocs
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®

f the Cur v

e

gY
epin
Ke

Take Advantage Today at agc.org/save!
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Parting Shots

June 21, 2018 | The Terrace at the Colorado Center - Denver

5th Annual ULI Summer Party

Jake Hallauer - Chrisland Real Estate Companies, Shelley Hartnett - Stresscon, Shawn Donohoe - Catamount Constructors

Liz Rapp - PCL Construction, Bonnie Niziolek- Norris Design,
Jena Biondolilo - Norris Design

Matt Joens - Milender White Construction Co.,
LaDonna Baertlein - DIG Studio Inc.

Brad Haigh - Norris Design, Doug Dunkin - R&R EngineersSurveyors, Inc, David Brehm - PLAN WEST

Heather Paduck, Kari Remmen - CU Denver, Marianne Eppig ULI Colorado, Sarah Laverty - EFG-Denver, LLC

Melissa McGinley - 505Design, Chris Furlong - Rocky Mountain
Communities, Libby Rivers - Humphries Poli Architects, P.C.
Alex McCann -Humphries Poli Architects, P.C.

Dominique Williams - Executive Property Brokers, ZsaNell Sims The Furay Group, Flory Hamstra - Pappas Architecture + Design,
Matt Droz - Aerotek

After Party - Shark Tank
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ULI Summer Party Photos credited to:
Tari Ensign | Ensign Shaffer | EnsignShaffer.com | 720-220-3149

For the fifth year, ULI Colorado’s Summer Party highlighted a ground-breaking development along
with music, food and networking with 250 of our state’s top land-use professionals.

Michael Leccese announcing ULI news.

Atlantis Presentation by Mary Anderies, Pat Coyle,
and Ken Hoagland

Alley Flats presentation by Terra mazzeo and Joe Simon

MC & Shark Tank: Master of Ceremonies: Marilee Utter, Founder, Owner Occupied Development Colleen Nebel
Citiventure Associates; Katherine Pease, Managing Director &
Head of Impact Strategy, Cornerstone Capital Group; Master of
Ceremonies: Marilee Utter, Founder, Citiventure Associates

Karen Klerman, Vice President (Business Banking Investor Real
Estate Group); Wells Fargo Marti Page, Co-Founder, Anchor
Investments; Dan Cohen, Senior Vice President, McWHINNEY

ULI announcements by Sarah Franklin
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Parting Shots

June 29, 2018 | The Ridge Golf Course at Castle Pines

DBIA Golf Tournament

From left to right - The Beltzer, Bangert and Gunnell foursome included Alex King, Laurie Choi, Buck Beltzer and Mike Branigan
who played to a 6-under par score in the tournament held Friday, June 29th at The Ridge Golf Course at Castle Pines.
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CRAFTING CUSTOMIZED CREATIVE CONTENT

project lifestyle. headshots. events. construction. architecture. design.

WWW.THEUNFOUNDDOOR.COM
617.775.9911

ely@theunfounddoor.com

2018 EDITORIAL CALENDAR
SUMMER-FALL 2018
Hospitality Round Up, Innovations in Concrete
with Colorado Ready Mixed Concrete Assn.,
AGC Colorado Special Section
FALL 2018
Government Construction Round Up,
Men & Women of Steel with RMSCA,
Architectural Products Ad Section,
AGC Colorado Special Section
WINTER 2018
Government Construction Round Up,
Men & Women of Steel with RMSCA,
Architectural Products Ad Section,
AGC Colorado Special Section
visit www.ccdmag.com
news@ccdmag.com

T H A N K YO U

SMPS UPCOMING A/E/C MARKETING EVENTS

to our CHAPTER

SPONSORS

CURRENT & PROSPECTIVE MEMBER MIXER

ROCKIES Level

July 18, 2018 | 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Parry’s Pizzeria & Bar | 100 E. 120th Avenue | Northglenn

18

JUL

FOOTHILLS Level

Join us at our next mixer to ignite
new relationships and rekindle
established connections within the
A/E/C industry.

have here in the SMPS Colorado
Chapter and for current members to
reinforce their existing relationships
while fostering new ones.

This is an opportunity for new
and prospective members to meet
the amazing group of people we

Appetizers will be provided and
you��
rst drink is on us!

ADDITIONAL UPCOMING SMPS EVENTS
SUMMER SITE-SEEING: A Job Tour Series at the 21st & Welton Apartments

IN-KIND Sponsors
ARC Document Solutions
Brad Nicol Photography
Building Dialogue
Colorado Construction and Design
Colorado Real Estate Journal
Engineering News Record
Halo Branded Solutions
The Unfound Door

BUILD SUCCESS

26

July 26, 2018 | 11:00 am - 1:00 pm | 21st & Welton Apartments
2100 Welton Street | Denver

K-12 ROUNDTABLE: Denver Luncheon Program

12

September 12, 2018 | 11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Denver Athletic Club | 1325 Glenarm Place | Denver

TO ADVOCATE FOR, EDUCATE, AND CONNECT
LEADERS IN THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN A/E/C INDUSTRY

REGISTER NOW AT
WWW.SMPSCOLORADO.ORG
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Advertiser Index

FOUNDED IN 2004

PRESENTATION TRAINING
& INTERVIEW COACHING

DENA WYATT

AUTHOR | SPEAKER | COACH
DENA@MARKETINGEVOLUTIONSINC.COM
BOOK AVAILABLE ON AMAZON

BE...THE WINNING PRESENTATION

BRINGING

STRATEGY,
ENERGY, &
CREATIVITY
INTO YOUR
CRITICAL
MOMENTS
TO
WIN MORE
WORK

JOSH ROBERTS

CREATIVE DIRECTOR | SPEAKER | COACH
JOSH@MARKETINGEVOLUTIONSINC.COM
2017 WIN RATE

PROJECTS VALUE OVER

72% $4 BILLION

marketingevolutionsinc.com
999 18th Street, Suite 3000 | Denver, CO 80202
303.424.9462

BE EVOLUTIONARY
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Accurate Estimating Services (AES)
Adolfson & Peterson Construction
AGC of Colorado
AIA Colorado
Alliance Construction Solutions
Beeline Safety Products
Bison Innovative Products
Brekhus Tile & Stone
CCIG
Cesare, Inc.
Colorado Barricade Co.
Colorado Business Bank
CCD Magazine
Caleb Tkach Photography
Contractors Health Trust
CTL Thompson
Diamond Excavating
Douglass Colony Group
Dynalectric
Fiore & Sons
Gallegos Corp.
GE Johnson
GH Phipps
GROUND Engineering
Hayward Baker
Honnen Equipment
JHL
Ken’s Reproductions
Kumar + Associates
Marketing Evolutions
Michelle Munier Photography
MKK
Monroe & Newell
Nucor/Vulcraft
Nunn Construction
OE Constructors
Pella Windows
Pinnacol Assurance
Powers Products
Rio Grande Co.
Saunders Construction
SMPS Colorado
Tennis Anyone?
The Unfound Door
Tower Electric
Wagner Equipment
Workwell Occupational Medicine
Zimkor

PUT YOUR 2018
MARKETING
DOLLARS TO WORK
with an ad campaign
in CCD Magazine.
VISIT
www.ccdmag.com
and click on “Media Kit.”

WANT TO ADVERTISE
BUT NEED AN AD
DESIGNED?
We will help you design
a great one! Contact
Polly Emmons, Editor/
Creative Director:
polly@ccdmag.com

TO ADVERTISE in
Colorado Construction
& Design contact:
Mike Branigan
Publisher at:
303-914-0574
mike@ccdmag.com
or
Martha Dickenson,
Senior Account
Executive
303-257-6499
martha@ccdmag.com

Heavy Civil Contractor
Earthwork | Overlot Grading | Site Utilities | Structural Excavation | Trucking
Demolition | Environmental Services | Civil Construction Management

Fiore & Sons Scrapers at Stapleton Filing 54

Corporate Office
80 E 62nd Avenue
Suite 101
Denver, CO 80216

Operations/Maintenance
Transportation
(303) 429-8893
www.fioreandsons.com

730 W 62nd Avenue
Denver, CO 80216
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MORE CHOICES.
MORE CONFIDENCE.
No one knows better than you do that to get more done at the lowest possible cost requires confidence in
your crew and equipment choices. Next Generation Cat® Excavators offer unique combinations of features
that you can match to your work’s productivity and cost targets. What kind of results can you expect?

CAT 320 GC

CAT 320

CAT 323

MORE DETAILS AND SPECIFICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE AT
WWW.WAGNEREQUIPMENT.COM/NGH

45

UP TO
%
MORE EFFICIENCY

25

UP TO
% LESS
FUEL CONSUMPTION

© 2017 Caterpillar. All Rights Reserved. CAT, CATERPILLAR, BUILT FOR IT, their respective logos, “Caterpillar Yellow”, the “Power Edge”
trade dress as well as corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission.

15

UP TO
% LOWER
MAINTENANCE COST

